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4 PREFACE 


HE Author of theſe Pa- 
pere, having no New 
Diſcoveries to advance, no 
% Strange Aſſertions to recom- 
mend, nor any Inclination to 
Abuſe all the World, has no 
Occafion to Introduce em with 
an Hiſtorical Preface. Tet 
wou'd he willmgly have the 
Feader know thus much of 
their Hiſtory, that they were 
written by one very Toung ; 1 
and, he may add, at ſuch 
Broken Hours , as many ne- 
ceſſary Avocations and a very 
| e Un ſet- \ 


TEE PREFACE. 
Unſettled State of Health wou'd 
ſuffer him to beſtow upon em. 
Hereadily owns, that any Al. 
 howantes: made upon theſe Ac- 
counts Will be purely Matter 
of Favour, and what in Strict 
7 5 he has no Title to; 
bing ſenſible „ that bis Tonth 
and 1nabilities wou' d have been 
a much better Argument to 
Arerr him from Undertaking 
a lark' he was not Equal to, 
than an Excuſe for his ill 
Performing it ; and that what 
ought to have been a Motroe 
with him not to Offend, can 
be but a poor Apology for his 
Offence. But, how little ſo- 
ever theſe Reaſons may be able 
fo Skreen him from Cenfure at 
preſent, he flatters himſelf, tha 


any 


TE PREYAcE. 

any Miſtakes he may Now 

be Guilty of, at an Age in 

which even the Law will Ex- 

cuſe any Act of Indiſcretion 

done to the Prejudice of his 
Fortune, will not be much to 
the Prejudice of his Reputa- 
tion hereafter. 

He has nothing more to 
ils ſay in the way of Preface, 
but that the Pages 'of Mr. 
Whiſton's Hiſtorical Preface 
refer d to here are as they 
ſtand in That which was pub- 
bt firſt & by it ſelf, which 

e thought likely to be in the 
Moſt Hands; tho the Words 

are taken from the Latter Im- 
preſſion, as the more Correct. 
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5 AN 
1 O 
Mr. WrrsroN's Suſpicions 
Concerning ATHANASIUS. 
N to any Man, that is in the leaſt - 
degree acquainted with the Hiſto- 

ry of Arianiſm, and Mr. Whiſton's Writ- 
ings and Conduct, than that there is a 
very ſurprizing Reſemblance betwixt the 
Arts and Methods formerly made uſe of 
in order to the Eſtabliſnment of that He- 
reſy, and thoſe by which its Nevival is 
now attempted. Twou'd be a very eaſy 
matter to draw the Parallel in many Par- 
ticulars; but I chooſe only at preſent to 
inftance in one kind, whack is ſo remark- 
ably diſplay'd in theſe Suſpicions concern- 
ing ATHANAS1us, I mean that of Calum- 
ny and Detraction. For theſe, as Hiſtory 
informs us, were the diſtinguiſhing Qua- 
lities and Peculiar Talents of the Ancienc 
Arians, which they exercis d upon all Oc- 
caſions againſt their Adverſaries. There 


were no Stories ſo Vile and Ground- 
| A leſs, 
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ij An Anſwer to Mr. Whiſton's 

leſs, no Calumnies ſo Baſe and Helliſh, 
which they did not make uſe of to 
blaſt the Credit of the Orthodox, and 
render 'em Odious to the Civil Pow- 
ers; that upon the Ruins of Their In- 
tereſt and Reputation they might in 
ſome meaſure advance their own, for the 
better Propagation of their Hereſy. Now 


theſe are ſuch Marks of Infamy upon Re- 


cord of that Fereſy, that one wou'd have 
thought, whenever it had been reviV'd, 
ſome better Supports wou'd have been 
found out for it. And indeed when Mr. 
Ilhiſton firſt engag'd in it, thoſe who for- 
merly had an Efteem for hisCandor and Pro- 
bity were fully of Opinion that he wou'd 
never defend it in this way; and they 
willingly entertain d this charitable Su/p:- 
cion concerning him, That when he began 
ſo freely to declare his Diflike of Aris 
and his Particular Followers, ſome part of 
his Meaning might at leaſt be, that he re- 
nounc'd their Scandalous Manner of pro- 
moting that Cauſe, and to let the World 
know, that his Deſign was to mix ſome 
Charity with his Faith, and to revive his 
Primitive Chriſtianity, without reviving 
the Infamous Methods, by which it was 
firſt uſher'd into the World. But he has 
now taken effectual Care to ſhew, that 
this was only a charitable Miſtake, and 
that tho” he difclaim'd Arius, yet twas 
with a Saving to himſelf of all tlie baſe 

Arti- 
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Artifices of that Hereſarch and his Fol- 
lowers; in which he has imitated *em ſo 
very readily, and with ſo little appearance 
of Scruple as to the Lawfulneſs of ſuch 
Means, that one wou'd think Slander and 
and Evil-ſpeaking were as Natural and 
Eſſential to an Arian in particular, as 
Pride and Obſtinacy are to an Heretick in 
general. If the unanimous Report of his 
Acquaintance may be credited, there are 
few Perſons of Eminent Station or Cha- 
racter in the Church, whom he has not 


abus'd in private Converſation, either by 


his Scandalous Reflections, or his far more 
Scandalous Praiſes (*). And in his Writ- 


1ngs, thoſe whom he has not perſonally 


{lander'd, by repreſenting'em as Favourers 
of his Notions, he has aſpersd in a ver 

Compendious Manner, by 3 
ing the whole Body of the Engliſß Clergy 
under theſe three Heads; either ſuch as 
are wholly unacquainted with the Contro- 
verſy, any farther than Biſhop Bull, or their 
other Modern Authors have inſtructed em; 
or ſuch as have indeed read the Fathers, 


— 
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(*) *Or gap tor n ces d mi; dau eg h Eur, 
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D pus 325 Giatdur. S. Athanal. De Sentent. Dionyi. 

— Clariſimo Virononnullam Laudatione Tui Labeculam aſ- 
ſpergas. Cic. in Vatinium, 

Hunc, fi amicus eſſet Pompcio, laudaturum Illum non fuiſſe 
Statuo, Quid enim, fi Illi inimic iſſimus eſſet, amplius ad Ejus 
laudem minnendam facere potuiſſet? 14. De Hary/p. Reſp. 
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but with Minds prepoſleſs'd in Favour of 
Novel Notions; or ſuch as are inwardly 
Conſcious that his Important Diſcoveries 
are true, but dare not own it. 

THUS far Mr. Whi/ton only imitates 
his old Maſters: but as the Hereſy he wou'd 
recommend to the World far excecds theirs 
by the Addition of ſeveral Heterodox O- 
pinions, that few of the Ancient Arians 
ever held; ſo do's he outgo 'em too in 
Their common way of Propagating their 
Hereſy. For as high as their Spite ran a- 
gainſt the Orthodox, both the Living and 
the Dead of their own Times, they. (till 
preſerv'd ſome Decent Regard to the E- 
minent Characters of Thoſe of former A- 
ges, and never went about to oppoſe Suſ- 
picions concerning em to univerſally re- 
ceiv'd Truths, or to invalidate the Autho- 
rity of Their Teſtimony by Libelling 
Their Memory: But Mr. V. has not 
thus confin'd himſelf. Thoſe of the pre- 
ſent Age arc not a Province large enough 
for him to exerciſe his Defamatory Talent 
upon: when he is tir'd with abuſing his 
Contemporaries, the Dregs of his Malice 
mult be vented upon thoſe who have been 
long ſince Dead: And indeed upon what 
Principle of Fear or Modeſty can he ſpare 
the Dead, who dares to abuſe thoſe that 
are Alive, and able to defend them- 
ſclves? Or upon what Principle of Con- 
ſcience can he ſpare the Living, who is 

not 
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not afraid prophanely to defile the Aſhes 
of the Dead? There are very few Ortho. 
dox Fathers, that have wholly eſcap'd 
him: but the chief Object of his Spite is 
S. ArHAN As Ius; as if it were the hard 
(ſhall I call it? or rather Kind and Glo- 
rious) Fate of that Great Perſon to have 
in all Ages the ſame Enemics with our 
moſt Holy Faith, and its ever Bleſſed Au- 
thor. Him Mr. V. has drawn in ſuch black 
and frightful Colours, as plainly ſhew the 
Inſincerity of the Painter; for Nature, 1 
believe, never drew ſuch a Piece, nor ever 
ſhew'd ſo Full a Collection of all Bad Qua- 
lities in any one Monſter of Wickedneis 
ſhe has yet produc'd. He was, according 
to Mr. Whiſton, a Bold, and Daring Per- 
ſon; the Grand Corrupter of the Chriſtian 
Faith; one of the Fore-runners of Anti- 
chriſt ; an Ambitions, Tyrannical Knave ; 
an Ignoramus; and God knows what 
beſides. My Indignation will not allow 
me Patience to tranicribe any more of this 
vile Language, but rather urges me to com- 
plain of the hard Condition of that Brave 
Man, who ſhall at any time refolutely op- 
poſe Himſelf to the Inundation of a Spread- 
ing and Prevailing Hereſy, if (after all the 
Fouleſt Aſperſions caſt upon Him in His 
Life-time, that Witty Malice can ſug «| ) 
He can't propoſe to Himſelf Reſt in the 
Grave; it He can't expect, that His Death 


at leaſt, if nothing elſe, will ſatiate the 
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Hatred, and appeaſe the Envy of His E- 
nemies. 

Mr. M hiſton, 1 ſuppoſe, will Endeavour 
to excuſe himſelf in this baſe and Unchri- 
ſtian Method, by ſaying, that it is for the 
Advantage of 45 Cauſe he has engag'd 
himſelf in, to leſſen the Credit of it's 
Greateſt Oppoſer. But ſure it muſt be 
a very good Cauſe, that can ſanctify what- 
ever Means may be us'd to ſupport it; 
and a very bad one, that needs the Support 
of ſuch as theſe. Is then Mr. I Hiſton's Pri- 
mitive Faith ſo very inconſiſtent with 
that Primitive Charity, which beheveth 
all things, thinketh no evil, vaunteth 
not it ſelf, is not puffed up, that the 
one cannot be eſtabliſh'd but upon the 
Ruins of the other? Cannot the Sacred 
Truths of Chriſtianity be reviv'd, but by 
fuch Methods, as the very Heathens con- 
demn and deteſt ? (*) Mr. Mhiſton pretends 
indeed, that it will be of mighty Conſe- 
quence to the Church of Chriſt,to make a Re- 
ſearch into the Character of Athanaſius, and 
moſt exatily to examine his Diſcoveries up- 
on that Subject, which he aſſures us are 
wholly new; and that indeed I readily grant 
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they are; for as great a Recommendation as 
Novelty is with Mr. Mhiſton, tis not fo with 
Men of Conſideration, and never of leſs 
Weight than in the preſent Caſe; unleſs 
we can ſuppoſe that Antient Facts record- 
ed in Hiſtory have ever ſince lain there 
unobſerv*'d, and been kept as Secrets for 
the ſole; Diſcovery of a modern Theori/e. 
Upon this Account I am very willing to 
allow Mr. Whiſton's Suſpicions and Diſco- 
verys to be as new as he pleaſes, but he 
muſt pardon me, if I cannot 4dzſcover any 
ſuch mighty Conſequence in em, even tho' 
it ſhou'd be found upon Examination, that 
Athanaſius was not the Man He has all 
along been taken for, till this mighty Un- 
deceiver of the Chriſtian Church aroſe. For, 
if I am not miſtaken in the State of the 
Queſtion, the Matter in Diſpute is, not 
whether Athanaſius was an Ambitious Igno - 
rant Knave or no, but whether the Do- 
ctrine He maintain d be True and Primi- 
tive. If Mr. Mhiſton can make it appear, 
that what He taught and We believe was 
unknown to the Earlier Ages of Chriſtia- 
nity, he has gain'd his Point; and tho 
Athanaſius ſhoud be provd the moſt 
humble and Learned Man in the World, 
the Orthodox wou'd be little che better for 
it. And whilſt the Determination of the 
Controverſy is put upon this Foot, the 
Morals and Abilities of Athanaſius do not 
in the leaſt affect the Catholic Cauſe = 

ncither 


vij An Anſwer to Mr. Whiſton's 
neither do thoſe of the old Arians con- 
cern Mr. Mhiſton: Otherwiſe it wou'd be 
no hard Matter to prove upon the Ring- 
leaders of that dect moſt of thoſe Crimes 
from undeniable Authoritys, which he 
that believes Athanaſius to have been guil- 
ty of, muſt, for the Reaſon of his Belicf, 
rely entirely upon Mr. / Hiſton's bare Word 
and Teſtimony; a Sort of Evidence in this 
Cauſe, I think, not much to be depend- 
ed upon. 

IF then Athanaſius s Character does fo 
little affect the Orthodox, 1 may expect to 
be ask'd, why 1 ſhou'd trouble the World 
or my ſelf with a Vindication of Him. 

10 which I anſwer, 

1. THAT Mr. //Zi/ton has laid ſo 
great a Streſs upon this one Point, as to 
declare, that the Orthodox mi! be oblig 
either to Vindicate Athanaſins F 7 
from his Suſpucions, or give up ihis whole 
Controverſy, and return to His Primitive 
Chriſtianity (*): and in his firit Reply to - 
Dr. Allix (+) he has in a particular man- 
ner renew'd this Challenge; So that it 
feem'd to me very fitting for ſome body 
or other to take a little Notice of a Mat- 
ter that he makes ſuch a great Noiſe about. 

2. THOUGH the Vertuecs or Vices 
of ATHANAS1us be very Foreign to the 
ſtrict State of the Queſtion betwixt Ortho- 


(*) ritttor, Pret. p. 109. 
(+) Rep. 1ſt p. 13.17. 
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doxy and Arianiſm, yet it may be of dan- 
gerous Conſequence to leave Him altoge- 
ther undefended; becauſe thoſe who are 
not able to form any judgment upon the 
whole Diſpute, if they have already im- 
bib'd Prejudices in Favour of Arian No- 
tions, will be much confirm'd in 'em, when 
they ſee ATHANaAs1us under ſo black a 
Character: ſince by that means they will 
fancy they can account to themſelves for 
the Introduction of Doctrines ſo contrary 
fo their own, by an Ambitions Daring 
Anave, and one, according to the De- 
{ſcription Mr. J/hiſton has given of Him, 
every way ſo well qualified for a Notable 
Hertſiarch. 

. THIS Reaſon will naturally ſug- 
geſt another: for ſince Mr. Whiſton by 
thus blackening Athanaſius deſigns to give 
a probable Account of the Riſe of Anti- 
chriſtian Orthodoxy , from the great Bold- 
neſs and Wickedneſs of it's pretended In- 
ventor ; if his Falſe Colours be detected, 
he will be at a loſs how to account tor ſo 
ſtrange and ſudden a Deviation from the 
Primitive Faith, as he fays was brought 
about chiefly by the Means of Athanaſius. 
For really unleſs He be prov'd to have 
been either very ſtupid, or very wicked, 
it will be hard to conceive how He cou'd 
be ignorant of Truths, according to Mr. 
Whiſton, ſo very plain now, and conſe- 
quent'y much more ſo then; or how He 

B cou'd 
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cou'd dare to oppoſe what He knew to be 
the Truth, and damn Himſelf with Deli- 
beration. So that tho' the Badneſs of A- 
thanaſius's Character be no Argument 
againſt us, the Goodneſs of it, when 
pfov'd, will be ſomething of an Argument 
againſt Mr. V hiſton; unleſs he can hope 
to make the World believe, that a Man 
_ eminently Learned and Pious cou'd be fo 
blind, as not to ſee ſuch glaring Evidence 
as the Notions He oppos'd muſt have come 
recommended with; or ſo deſperately wick- 
ed, as to ſacrifice the moſt Important 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith to His own 
Private Intereſt : when yet, to compleat the 
Folly of ſuch a Suppolition, it was mani- 
feſtly His Private Intereſt, if He had con- 
ſider'd that, to have comply'd and ſtruck 
in with the Arians. 

WHEN I conſider, that it was 
chiefly, under Gop, by Athanaſias's means, 
that the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints 
has been handed down to us pure and un- 
defil'd; I cannot but think it a Piece of 
Juſtice highly due to that Great Man, to 
clear Him from thoſe Aſperſions, which 
have been caſt upon Him onely upon the 
Account of that Courage and Conſtancy 
of His, to which We ow ſo much. 

HAVING thus given ſome Account 
of the Reaſons of my Undertaking, and 
thewn that the grand Diſpute betwixt Mr. 
I/f:/ton and the Catholick Church is * 

tic 
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tle concern'd here, that the Truth can re- 
ceive no great Diſadvantage from my Miſ- 
management; I ſet my ſelf to examine Mr. 
Whiſton's Suſpicions in order as they lie in 
his Hiftorical Preface. 

1. HIS firſt Suſpicion is this, Athanaſius 
was a Violent Party-Man, and the knawn 
Head of a Party, and is therefore very lit- 
tle to be depended upon in Matters wherein 
Himſelf and His own Affairs were peculiar- 
ly concern'd. | ſhall not ftay to quarrell 
with Mr. //hiſton's way of Expreſſing him- 
ſelf, tho' I can't by any Means approve 
of it: I think it will be Time enough for 
him to call the Orthodox a Party, when 
he has render'd the Heretical fide more 
conſiderable, and brought over the great- 
eſt Part of the Chriſtian World to Aria- 
niſm, as a Step to his Bleſſed Millennium. 
However, what he ſays, if the Phraſe was 
a little ſoften'd, is not very far from the 
Truth. Athanaſius was really a Warm 
Zealous Man, and a long Time look'd 
upon to be the moſt conſiderable Per- 
ſon amongſt the Orthodox, and a main 
Pillar and Support of their Caule (); 
and was all along diſtinguiſh'd as ſuch 
by the Arians, and therefore ſe- 
cuted by 'em with more then ordinary 


— * „ 
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Spite and Vehemence (+): But I don't 
ſee how Mr. Whi/ton can leſſen His Cre- 
dibility from this Part of His Character. 
"Twoud be a hard thing to ſay, that every 
Man, who enters himſelf into, what Mr. 
Whiſton may call, a Party, muſt imme- 
diately become a Villain, and of Neceſſi- 
ty lay aſide even Common Honeſty. Tis 
to be hop'd, there are ſome Men, who 


donc think all Means, that may be uſe- 


full for the Defence of their Cauſe, to be, 
for that Reaſon, lawfull too; tho' Mr. 
WWhiſton may ſeem by his Preſent Manage- 
ment to be of that Opinion. The Apoſt- 
tes were, for any thing I can ſec, as much 
Party-Men as St. Athanaſius; i. e. They 
were engag' d in a Cauſe, of which They 
Themſelves were manifeſtly he Heads, with 
all the Zeal and Earneſtneſs in the World. 
Yer if a Free- thinker ſhou'd urge this to 
Mr. J/hi/ton, as his Reaſon for queſtion- 
ing Their Veracity and Sincerity; lam apt 
to think, one Part of his Anſwer wou'd 
be, that Their great Sufferings for a Cauſe, 
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from 


from ſerving of which They cou d propoſe 


no Worldly Advantage to I hemſelves, but 


much of the Contrary, put em far above 
any ſuch Suſpicion. And the very ſame 


Thing may be alledg'd in the Caſe of A- 


THANASIlus. What He ſuffer'd for His 
Principles, is well known; tis well known 
too, that He had Peace offer d Him upon 
the Conditions of fitting ſtill, and admit- 
ting Arius to Communion), *T1s allo eaf' 
to prove; that if He had conſulted His In- 
tereſt, and guided Himſelf by that with- 
out any Regard to His Duty, He wou'd 
not only have made thoſe outward Com- 
pliances to be free d from Perſecution, but 
wou'd allo moſt certainly have been a /70- 
lent Arian, He wou'd ſoon have ſeen, that 
there was nothing to be got by being Good 
in Bad Times, much leſs by daring to ap- 
pear ſo. Whereas, cou'd He have facri- 
fic'd His Conſcience to His Ambition, there 
was nothing that He might not reaſonably 
have promis d Himſelf from ſuch a Proce- 
dure. He might ſoon, in all Probability, 
have ſet himſelf at the Head of the Arian 
Party, being every way a more conſide- 
rable Man, than any amongſt em. At 
leaſt He might have done this after Euſe- 
bius's Death, if not before; for He was 
Maſter of as much Addreſs as the other, 
and we are now to ſuppoſe Him without 
any Conſcience to check Him in any Vil— 
lany, by which He might make Elis Court 
| B 3 witlh 
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with the Emperor, or recommend Him- 
ſelf to the Arians. Farther, let it be con- 
ſider'd, that whilſt He continued Orthodox, 
He muſt pay more Reſpect than was due 


to the Biſhop of Rome, upon account of 


the Protection and Countenance He had 
receiv'd there, and might poſlibly have 
Occaſion for again: whereas, if He had 
joyn d with the Arians, He might have 
hop'd ( eſpecially being of a Sanguine Com- 
plexion) by the Favour of Conſtantius, or 
at leaſt of Valens, to have ſeen St. Mark's 
Throne rais d above St. Peter's; the Roman 
Biſhops having been all along in the con- 
trary Intereſt. And was this a Tempta- 
tion for an Ambitious Man to reſiſt and de- 
ſpiſe? Can it be ſuppos d, that a Tyran- 
nical Man, and one that ſought nothing 
but his own private Ends, cou'd prefer 
Oppreſlion to Power, Perſecution to Ho- 
nourable Repoſe, Want to Riches, and 
the Frowns of an Emperor to his Favour? 

THIS may ſerve as an Argument that 
ATHANASIus was an Honeſt and a Con- 
ſcientious Man, and therefore credible , 
tho a Party-Man, ſince Mr. Whi/ton will 
have Him fo; as alſo to thew, that His 
Caſe and that of the Apoſtles are in this 
Reſpett fo far Parallel, that this Su/p:cz0n 
bears as hard upon them, as it docs upon 
Him. I am not ſo uncharitable, as to 
charge any Man with holding ſuch Conſe- 


quences as he denies, tho' following ever 
| "0 
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ſo naturally from his Reaſonings : I only 
make this Compariſon to prove, that Mr. 
I hiſton's Suſpicion equally affets the A. 
poſtles and Athanaſius, and conſequent- 
ly affects neither. 

I GOME now nearer home, and to 
another Conſequence, that will follow 
from Mr. Wh:i/ton's Argument, which I 
believe he will not like much better than 
the former. There is no Queſtion but he 
thinks himſelf a very credible Perſon; let 
us ſee then, whether by applying his S- 
picion to his own Caſe, he may be con- 
vinc'd of it's Unreaſonableneſs. Thar he 
is 4 violent Party-Man, no one can deny, 
and the ove | (I cant ſay, the known) 
Head of a Party too, tho', thanks be to 
Gop, a very ſmall one: and yet, I believe, 
he wou'd think that Man did him manifeſt 
wrong, who ſhou'd, for that Reaſon, que- 
ſtion the Truth of every thing he has faid 
in his Hiſtorical Preface about Matters 
wherein himſelf and his own Affairs are 


peculiarly concern'd; tho? tis notorious that 


he has groſsly prevaricated there, to ſay 
no worſe, in more Particulars than one. 
UPON the whole Matter, a wife Man 
will believe no body without Caution, and 
if Mr. J/hifton means no more than that, 
he had as good have ſaid nothing: but if 
he means, that ATHANAS1Us is particu- 
larly to be caution'd againſt, as a very like- 


ly Perſon to deceive us, that is what, 
{ think, 


Oo 
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I think, he has not yet given us any Rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect. 

11. HIS Second Suſpicion is ſo very tri- 
fling and abſurd, that I am almoſt aſham'd to 
argus ſeriouſly againſt it; and to ridicule it, 
is 1mpoſlible, any otherwiſe than by Tranſ- 
cribing it. The Whole Suſpicion, tho a lit- 
tle too long to be inſerted here at large, 
is really well worth the Reading, if it were 
only to ſce what an odd way of Rcaſon- 
ing the Man is got into. Here all Good 
People are warn'd to be upon their Guard, 
leſt this Athanaſius ſhou'd prove to be one 
of the Iutroducers of Antichriſt, And it 
concerns us all truly to be upon our Guard, 
when ſo bold and daring a *Perſon appears, 
who is not afraid to innovate ſo wajtly 
m the Chriſtian Religion as this amounts 
to; that is, to be the Author of a New 
Sy/fem of Divinity, the Language of which 
was moj? certainly unknown to the Ear- 
lier Ages. All this Guard and Cau- 
tion 1s to be prov'd neceſlary from two 
Quotations; one out of Montfaucon's Pre- 
face, and che other out of S. Gregory Na- 
Siangeu's Encomium upon Athanaſius; In 
the firſt of theſe, Montfaucon calls Atha- 
naſtus, Pater Hodierne Theologiæ, The Fa— 
ther of the Modern Syſtem of Divinity. 
Theſe Words Mr. JVhkifton ſeems to lay 
great ſtreſs upon, and accordingly has 
taken care to have em printed in a Diffe- 
rent Character. The Reaſon of this Ap- 

pellation 
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pellation That Learned Man gives us in 
what goes before, and is no other, than 


that by His Means many New words had 


SS 


been intraduc d, and Articles of Faith 
drawn into Form, & 4d certam formam 
redacta Fjde: Capita, which Mr. Vhiſton 
is pleas'd to render, and thence the Ar- 
ticles of our Faith became fi d and Deter- 
minate ; which 1s not only an unaccurate 
Verſion of his Wards, but alſo a diſinge- 
nuous Wreſting of his Meaning; for by 
this Mr. M Hiſton wou'd have him own that 
Athanaſius did vaſtly Innovate in the Chri- 


ſtian Religion, and was the Author of a 


New Syſtem, and a New Set in the Church: 
Whereas that Writer expreſly declares, that 
there was no Innovation at all made by A- 
thanaſius, or the Church of that Age; but 
that the Faith remain'd unalter'd, be- 
ing only expreſs'd in words that did bet- 
ter aſcertain the True Import and Mean- 
ing of the ſeveral Articles of it, - Salvis 


$i ſemper & integris Rebys, & FIDE nimL 


MUTATA, multa Athanaſius evo, Ejuſque 
ope, inducta verba fuiſſe, & ad certam for- 
mam redatta Fidei Capita. So that when 
be calls Athanaſius Pater hodiernæ 
Theologiæ, tis plain he can mean no more 
than that He was one great Inſtrument 
in the Introducing and Fixing thoſe Terms, 
whereby the Church has ever ſince to this 
Day expreſs'd that Faith, which was once 
deliver d to the Saints. 
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IT ſeems then Introducing new Mords for 
old Things is this /aft and Dreadful Innova- 
tion,B that proves Athanaſius to have been one 
of the Introducers of the Antichriſtian State; 
that is to ſay, Mr. Whiſton, being Eminent- 
ly skilld in Greek, and well ſtudied in the 


Revelations, has diſcover' d, that Antichriſt 


fignifies New JVords: and if the Pope 
do's not thank him for it, truly I think his 
Holineſs is very ungrateful. If Mr. V. 
do's firmly believe the Truth of his D:/- 
covery, that New Words and Phraſes are 
Antichriſt, he wou'd do; well to be upon 
his Guard too, and take a little more care 


of his Engliſh; otherwiſe Im afraid, he 


himſelf will prove an Introducer of abun- 
dance of Antichriſts. But to return to 
ATHANASIUS. 


(1.) IN the firſt place, I know of no 
New Words, or New Language in the 
Church, of which He can be properly ſaid 
to have been the Author and Introducer. 
Owen» I ſuppoſe Mr. Ihiſton has in his 
Eye, with another Word or two, by which 
the Great Council of Nice expreſs'd the 
Eternal Generation of GOD the SON, 
and His Coeſlentiality with the. F A- 
THER. But it is well known, that tho 
ATHANASIUS was preſent at T hat Coun- 
cil, and diſputed there too with great Ap- 
plauſe, and very much to the advantage 
of the Orthodox Faith, Yet He was * 

ut 
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but a Deacon *, and very Young, being 
not above 25 Years of Age. And to ſup- 
poſe, that, at that Age, and in fo low a 
Station, He had Intereſt and Authority 
enough to be the chief Introducer of thoſe 
words, is highly abſurd in it ſelf, and ut- 
terly! inconſiſtent with the mean Opinion 
Mr. Wh:ſton has of his Worth and Learning. 

(2.) BUT, to humour Mr. Mhiſton, 
I am content to wave this Plea, and give 
ATHANASIUS as much of the Honour of 
introducing theſe Words, as he pleaſes; 
for I can't ſee what Harm they ever did, 
nay) 'tis plain they have done a great deal 
of Good, and were moreover at that time 
abſolutely neceſſary. The Truth of the 
Doctrine couch'd under theſe Words, is 
not now concern'd in this Diſpute, or ra- 
ther ought to be ſuppos'd; ſo that the 
true State of the Queſtion will be, Whe- 
ther the Council of Nice, or (ſince Mr. 
Whiſton will have it ſo) ATHaNas1vus did 
well or ill in impoſing a Creed, in which 
the True Faith was expreſs'd in New 
words, I ſay, New words, not that I will 
grant o4usn@» to have been ſuch, but 


| P to humour the Man ſtill as far as 


can. I muſt confeſs 1 am for having 
Creeds impos'd as Terms of Commumon 
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to be plain and ſimple, as well as Mr. I hi- 
ſton; I mean, I wou'd have no Trivial 
Matter of pure Speculation, no Scholaſtic 
Niceties, nothing but Eſſential and Fun- 
damental Articles of Faith, inſerted ; lea- 
ving a Latitude of Belief in leſs neceſſary 
Points. But I cannot ſay with him, That 
I abhor the thoughts of Impoſing any other 
than an unconteſted one upon the Church *. 
That, I think, is contrary to the Univer- 
fal Senſe of Antiquity, and to the very 
Nature of the thing it felf. For to make 
a Creed in order to diſtinguiſh the Ortho- 
dox, and exclude Hereticks from Commu— 
nion, and yet to ſuffer it to be ſuch a one 
that Hereticks, as well as the Orthodox, 
can aſſent to it, is juſt the ſame thing, as to 
Impoſe a Teſt, that no body will refuſe 
to take; to raiſe a Bulwark, and yet leave 
it ſo low that the Enemy necd not endca- 
vour to batter it down, becauſe they can ea- 
ſily leap over it. But 1 ſhall not trouble 
my ſelf to argue much againſt this Noti- 
on, becauſe after all I can ſcarce think, 
that if Mr. Ihiſton had it in his power to 
exact Subſcription to a Creed of his own, 
he wou'd make it ſo anconteſted, that an 
Athanaſian cou'd aſſent to it. No, I believe 
he wou'd leave room for 4 Turk as ſoon. 
IITHINK the little! have ſaid is ſufficient 
to ſhew, that a Creed is not at all the worſe 
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for being a conteſted one; and thence it 
will naturally follow, that New words may 
be us'd, and ſometimes of neceſſity muſt. 
And this was the Caſe with Relation to 
the Bringing in «wn@», &c. The Reve- 
rend Fathers at Nice did deſign at firſt 
to make uſe of no other than Scripture 
Phraſes +; But the Cunning Craft of the 
Arians (by which they evaded and ex- 
pounded away the true Senſe and Force 
of every Scripture-word, They cou'd think 
of ) ſoon made it appear, that it was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to uſe ſome other word 
that might be ſo plain, as to leave no 
room for ſuch ſubtle Evaſions. O 
was the word They pitch'd upon, which 
was found to be fo clear and full, that the 
Arians could never get over it, nor bend 
it to Senſe conſiſtent with their Notions *, 
and this is the true and only Reaſon of 
their great Hatred to that poor harmleſs 
Word . This is, I hope, enough to ſhew, 
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that the Introducers of theſe words, whoever 
they were, are not at all to be blam'd for 
it; And if it was Athanaſius that brought 
'<m in, He was ſo far from deſigning 
thereby to introduce a New Faith into the 
Church, that He declares, He will not re- 
jet any Man for diſliking $uesn@», pro- 
vided he aſſents to the Old Doctrine, 
which that Word was only intended more 
fully to expreſs “. 


I COME now to examine Mr. Whi/tor's 
other Quotation, from which he endea- 
vours to prove Athanaſius a Bold and Da- 
ring Perſon. It is made out of two Paſ- 
ſages in Nangiagen's Panegyrick upon 
Athanaſius, which Mr. Whiſton tranſlates 
thus, What Athanaſius determin'd (iJvx4) 
Was a Law to the Reſt ( avis), and what 
" Hediſallow'd was rejected by them. N 7 
His Doctrines + were the very Moſaic 
Tables of the Law to em, The Honour 
that was pay'd Him, was greater than 
* what is due from Men to the Saints 
"THEMSELVES (mk ay%). Indeed He 
gave Laws to the whole World. Here 


fl — 


—gyL„v 


* Vid. Athan. de Synodis, p. 7 55. | 
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this Eloquent and Orthodox Father ſays 
ſome high-flown things of Athanaſius: 
But it ſhou'd be conſider'd, that this Falſe 
Sublime is a fault he is guilty of through- 
out almoſt all his Writings, and not he 
alone, but alſo moſt of the other Greek 
Fathers of that Age; inſomuch that 
Chry/oſtom himſelf often runs into it. Nor 
is this at all to be wonder d at; That ſober 
Eloquence and ſtrict Good Sence, which 
flouriſh'd at Rome and Athens, had been 
corrupted by the Sophiſts long before 
their time. And in the Room of the Old 
Charming Simplicity, a ſort of Eloquence 
was advanc'd, that conſiſted in Vaſt, Irre- 
gular and Unnatural Images, and thoſe ge- 
nerally expreſs'd in Elaborate Bombaſt. 
Athens indeed ſtill continued the Reputed 
Seat of Learning, but the Fountain it felf 
was corrupted. There our Nagiangen 
ſtudied; and there he learn'd that Falſe 
Grandeur and Elevation of Thought and 
Style, which is ſo plainly viſible in this 
Paſſage, and indeed in all his Works. 

NOW from Mr. M hiſton's laying ſo much 
ſtreſs upon this Citation out of a Writer 
of ſuch a Character, and his Tranſlating of 
it for the uſe of the Unlearn'd, to whom he 
has given no Notice, that it is little more 
than a Rhetorical Flouriſh, ſome People 
may perhaps draw Inferences not very fa- 
vourable to the great Fairneſs and Inge- 
nuity he ſo much boaſts of: but, for my 
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part, I am willing to impute this Proce- 


dure to his Ignorance of Nazianzen's Man- 
ner, rather than 0 his Inſmcerity ; and that 
the more readily, becauſe tis likely Mr. 
Whiſton do's not think an Orthodox Greek 
Father of the I'V*h Century worth the pazns 
of reading. And yet there is a Latin Ver- 
ſion of this Father's Works, and that a 
better one than Mr. Vhiſton 1 am afraid 
is often forc'd to make uſe of, when he 
runs over Greek Writers. 

BUT lam under no Neceſſity of inſiſting 
upon Nazianzen's Hyperbolical Way of 
Writing: let Mr. hiſton take theſe words 
as ſtrictly, as if they had come from a 
Writer of Demonſtracion yet I don't ſee, 
how he can gather from em that ATHA- 
NASIUS was 4 bold and daring Perſon. 
Here is indeed a great deal of Reſpect and 
Veneration pay'd Him; but it does not ap- 
pear, that He claim'd any Part of it. And 
if barely to be reſpected, be bold and dar- 
ing; tis a ſort of Bolaneſs, that all modeſt 
and humble Men cannor help being guilty 
of; And, I think, the only fort of Bolaneſs, 
that Mr. Mhiſton does not deſerve to be 
chargd with. 

FARTHER, I don't think Mr. #hi/ton 
has dealt very ingenuouſly in leaving it in 
the dark, who theſe People were, whoſe 
Reſpect to ATHANAs1us ſo much offends 
him. From his Tranſlation , and his art- 
full Subjoyning of rwfkrd T5 ix Pen 
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from the great Bo/dneſs of ATHANAS1us 
which he infers from this Place, one wou d 
think they were the whole Body of the 
Orthodox, or at leaſt a very great part of 
'em: whereas upon reading back a few lines 
it will be found, that they were only a few 
Egyptian Monks, amongſt whom He was 
forc'd to hide Himſelf, co avoid the Fury 
of Mr. Whi/ton's good Friends and Fellow- 
Hereticks. And a mighty wonderfull thing 
truly it was, that Men ſo pious and hum- 
ble, as the Primitive Monks generally were, 
ſhou'd reverence their Metropolitan; that 
che profeſs d Admirers and Diſciples of St. 
Antony, ſhoud ſhew Reſpect to his great 
Friend; that thoſe, who had enter d upon 
that way of living, chiefly becauſe they 
thought it otherwiſe almoſt impoſſible to 
practiſe the ſeverer Duties of % Chri- 
ſtian Life, ſhou'd highly admire, and ho- 
nour a Man, that in ſo eminent and trou- 
bleſome a Station came as little behind 'em 
in Aſcetical Vertues ꝙ as He vaſtly excell'd 
em in the Homiletical. 

BUT perhaps Mr. Hiſton may think it 
pardonable in theſe Months, to pay ſome 
Reſpect to their Arch-Biſhop, and is only 
offended at, the Greatneſs of it; for he 
wou'd fain ſuppoſe that They made a kind 
of Creature- God of him, and that there 
was fome Idolatry in the caſe, in that They 
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fooliſhly gave Him, and He as arrogantly 
receiy'd from em, the Honour and Worſhip 
due to GOD alone: for twas greater, ſays 
Nazianzen, i han what was due unto the 
Saints. Now by this lofty Expreſſion no- 
thing more in any reaſonable Conſtruction 
can be meant, than that They had Him in 
the higheſt Lawful Eſteem and Reverence 
imaginable, and look'd upon Him as a 
Saint upon Earth, and did accordingly 
make their Addreſſes to Him being pre- 
ſent with em in ſuch Circumſtances of Ho- 
nour and Veneration as ought not to be 
us d to the Saints departed. But what- 
ever theſe Honours were that They pay'd 
Him, tis certain that Næagiangen thought 
'em fit for his Approbation. And were 
they greater than what was due or even 
Lawful, Athanaſius might notwithſtand- 
ing be Innocent; ſince 'tis no more in the 
Power of a good Man to reſtrain the ex- 
ceſſive Reſpect and officious Praiſes of His 
Friends, than tis to ſet Bounds to the ſpi- 
tefull Saſpicions and bitter Invettives of 
His Encmys. But after all, in what par- 
ticular Inſtances did they ſhew this mighty 
Honour and Eſteem for Him? Why, Gre- 


gory tells us in the Words following , that 


they took all poſſible Care to conceal Him 
from the Fury of His Perſecutors, tho' at the 
Hazard of their own Lives, and for the 


ſake of That good Man wou'd even dare to 


de; which was the higheſt Teſtimony they 
| cou'd 
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coud give of their Love and Reſpect for 
Him, and really greater than what was 
due to Him or any other Saint. 

T HE other Part of Mr. Ihiſton's Quo- 
tation out of Nagiangen conſiſts of three 
Words, Noproſe ci de oizsumn, which, as joyn'd 
to the former, and by the help of his 
Tranſlation, look as if Nagiangen meant 
that Athanaſms was really the Author of a 
New Syſtem of Divinity, and undertook 
to give New Laws to the Chriſtian World. 
Vet is this Second Part as Innocent of 
any ſuch Intent as the Firſt. Let the 
whole Sentence be read (as it ſtands in 
the Margin *) and it will appear, that 
nothing is meant here but that Athanaſius 
by the Extenſiveneſs of His Care and Vi- 
gilance, approv'd Himſelf to be (what in 
ſome Senſe every Biſhop, much more eve- 
ry Metropolitan, is) Biſhop of the whole 
Church of Caurisrt: and that His Gzving 
Laws, was only Giving Inſtruction to the 
Ignorant, and Satisfaction to the Waver- 
ing. So that here, as in ſeveral other Places, 
Mr. MAhiſton ſeems, for want of Crimes , 
to have objected That to Athanaſius, which 
is one of the Brighteſt Parts of a Chri- 
ſtian Biſhop's Character. 


- 
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+ Jam profecto te Intelliges, Inopiã Ceiminum, ſummam 


Laudem S. Roſcio vitio & culpæ dediſſe. Cic. 
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111. THE Third Suſpicion is drawn 
from Athanaſius s General Character, which 
Mr. I hiſton takes to be that of one Reſolute, 
Ambitious, and Tyrannical; &c. Reſolute, I 
grant, He was; and it was well for the 
Church of CyrisT, He was ſo. The 
Reſolution of Athanaſius was no other than 
That True Fortitude, which is reckon'd 
amongſt the Cardinal Vertues, and by A- 
ri/totle juſtly plac'd in the Head of em, as 
without which the Exerciſe of any other 
Vertue wou'd be precarious, and depend 
upon the pleaſure of every wicked Man in 
Power. Yet I don't much wonder that 
Mr. M hiſton ſhou'd put ſo Eminent a Ver- 
tue into ſo black a Catalogue of Vices; 
for I believe that fingle Vertue has render'd 
Athanaſius more hateful to the Arians, than 
all His pretended V ices. 

THE Next Part of His General Cha- 
racter is, that He was Ambitious. And 
here if by Ambition Mr. Whiſton under- 
ſtands that Inordinate Thirſt of Honour 
and Power, which is ever ready to facri- 
fice Vertue and Conſcience to the Grati 
fication of it's Extravagant Appetite; J 
readily deny it, and challenge him to prove 
it, When he ſhall be pleas d to bring Rea- 
ſons for the Support of his Aſſertions, it 
will be time enough to examine into the 
Grounds of this Charge. It will be time 
enough then (if he ſhall think fit to re- 
vive em) to refute the Calumnics of his 
. 5 Friend 
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Friend Phzloſtorgius, and that falſe Account 
he gives of Athanaſius's Advancement to 
the Epiſcopal Dignity ( which will be done 
with all the Eaſe in the World from Epi- 
hanius , Nazianzen , and the Sy- 
nodical Epiſtle of the Council of Alexan- 
dria ) and to ſhew from Sozomen ©, 
that He was ſo far from Intruding Him- 
ſelf into the Epiſcopal Throne, that He 
abſconded on purpoſe to avoid it. And 
Mr. Whiſton may pleaſe to obſerve, that no 
Arian Biſhop, at leaſt none that I can ar 
preſent recollect, was ever guilty of that 
piece of Modeſty, 

I CAN'T Imagine what Proof can be 
expected that ATHANASIUS was not 
Tyrannical, till Mr. /hiſton ſhall bring 
Inſtances to be examin'd. For my part, I 
cannot think of any Grounds for ſuch a 


Suſpicion. In the mean time, it 1s not al- 


together to be neglected, that Nazianzen 

particularly commends Him for His Mild- 

neſs and Lenity ©: and he that can be- 

lieve, that S. Gregory wou'd make his Pa- 

negyrick look ſo like Prevarication and 

Burleſque, as to praiſe Athanaſius for a 
* [1zrel. 68, 69. 0 
+ Orat. 21. p. 377. 


+ Ap. Athanaſ. Apol. con. Arian. p. 128. 

4 E. H. I. 11. c. 17. | 
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Vertue, when He was known to be guilty 
of it's contrary Vice, is in a fair way of 
believing any thing, even the Gravitation 
of Souls Þ; and if he takes care to cul- 


tivate his Credulity, may in due Time be- 


come one of Father Whifon's Diſciples. 
But to procced, | 

OF admirable Parts &c. That's true; 
and it was ſome time before I cou'd give 
my ſelf any ſatisfactory Account, How or 
Why Mr.}/4;/{on ſhou'd deviate fo far from 
his uſual way, as at once to ſpeak Truth, 
and commend ArhANAS Ius. I ſhou'd 
have thought, that this was only an art- 
full Stroke to keep his Picture from look- 
ing too hideous to be drawn fairly and af- 
ter Nature, if in any other Part of this 
Character he had ſhewn the leaſt Regard 
to Probability. Upon caſting abour for 
ſome better Reaſon I recollected, that Mr. 
Il hiſton had a way with him of making 
all that differ from him either Knaves or 
Fools; from which I began to ſuſpect that 


AruANAs Ius wou'd ſoon be provd 4 


Knave from the Strength of his Parts. Tis 
a little vain, I muſt confeſs, to pretend to 
diſcover any Reaſon for what Mr. I hiſton 
does: bur tis really true; upon turning 
over a page or two, I found it juſt as [ 
had imagin'd. For in his fifteenth Suſpi- 
cion, this Part of ATHaNAstus's General 


+ A Choice Diſcovery of Mr, Whiſton's. Sec his Eſſay on 
the ſeveral Aſcents, | 
Cha- 


(Þ 


Suſp. concerning Athanaſius. xxxj 
y Character, after he has prov'd Him either 


f | an Ignoramus or a Knave, is made uſe of 
1 | to determine the Dilemma on the Side of 
His Knavery. So Treacherous are the very 
= | M£ifſes of an Enemy! | 
. IN the next Branch of this General 
Character (but of little Learning) Mr. II hi- 
> fſton comes to himſelf again; and to make 
E {| amends for the Truth and Civility of the 
r {| former Branch, ſays never another true or 
n civil Ward throughout this whole Spi- 
„ cron. As for this particular Sèandal, that 
d He was a Man of little Learning, I ſhou'd 
. ſcarce have thought it worth the Trouble 
of an Anſwer, had not ſome other People 
. entertain'd Prejudices to the Diſadvantage 
8 of ArhANAs jus in this Reſpect from a 
d Paſſage in Gregory Nagiangen, which 
C ſtands at length in the Margin *. In 
. anſwer to what may be gather'd from this 
8 Place, I obſerve, 1. that Nagianzen does 
Ir not ſay, ATHANAS1us was one of little ) 


Toh, <£4rnmg, but only, that He had not ſpent 


4 much Time in His Humanity Studies, which 
8 he there commends Him for, and tells us 
0 moreover, that after all He had Humane 

4 —_— enough to ſhew that His Con- | 
5 tempt of it was not occaſion'd by His Igno- l 
A * 'Exvir@- ig · & . os ne, Irie; iron N rel.. 
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rance, but by the far greater Excellence of ö 


the Knowledge which is in Cux Is IESus. 
And in the next Place it is to be conſi- 


der d, that St. Gregory had ſpent more | 


Time and made greater Progreſs in the 
Studies of what they call'd o, C 59, 
Heathen Learning, than any one of that 
Age ; So that vhat he in reference to 
himſelf (which is the Rule that Men ge- 
nerally meaſure the Learning of others by) 
calls little, ryay in it ſelf be very Conſide- 
rable. Farther, 'tis plain he means ſuch 
Studies, as a Man may know little of, and 
yet be a good Divine; and a good Divine 
s a Learned Man. Neither does it ap- 
pear, that ArHANASius was at all defi- 
cicnt in thoſe Parts of Hcathen Learning, 
which Nazianzen ſcems chiefly to mean, 
fehetoric and Philoſophy. Their only Uſe 
to a Divine then was, to make his Diſcourſes 
Eloquent, and to enable him to manage a 
Diſpute with the Heathen Philoſophers. 
For the former of thete, I will be bold to 
ſay, that there is as much ſtrong, maſcu- 
une, unaffected Eloquence Þ in Athanaſins's 
Works, as in any other Greek Father what- 
foever. And for the other, His 2 Orations 
Contra Gentes are full of Philoſophy & other 
Hcathen Learning, and diſcover a great deal 


* 


+ V. Greg. Presb. Vit, Naz. & Naz. Orat. 27. p. 466. & 
Suid. in v. Pexyog4®- 
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of well · digeſted Reading; in ſhort, they 
havealways been admir'd by Learned Men, 
and have extorted Praiſe even from Mr. 


M biſton himſelf. 


AND ſinail appearance of Sincerity. 


| E think what I have ſaid to the firſt Su/- 
picion, may ſerve to eſtabliſh His Since- 


rity ; But here Mr. Whi/ton is harder (till, 
and will not allow Him much Appearance 
of it. But how one of ſmall Appearance of 

mcerity cou'd do all the good ATHANa- 
sius did, or all the Miſchief Mr. }/hþ:/tor 
ſays He did, is what I am not able to con- 
ceive. Certainly Mr. I hiſton muſt think, 
that Reaſon was not come to it's full Per- 
fection in thoſe Days, or that the whole 
World was ſtock'd with a Generation of 
Idiots, who cou'd ſuffer themſelves to be 
led by the Noſe, and groſsly cheated by an 
Ambitious Knave, of little Learning and 
ſmall Appearance of Sincerity. But'tis likely 
Mr. Whifton may mean, that ATHaNA- 
sius does not appear to him to have been 


a Man of much S incerity: Let is it ſtill full 


as ſtrange, that this ſhou'd not have ap- 
pear'd to ſome body elſe before this Time. 
Upon what Grounds this appears to him, 
the following Suſpicions I ſuppoſe will in- 
form us, which ſhall be conſider'd in their 
Turns: In the mean while I anſwer his 
Aſſertion by a Queſtion, which is a way 
of arguing not unuſual with him *. 1 


r 


* See his Plain Queſtions, Hiſt. Pref. p. 9. 
E ask 
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ask him therefore, if his own Jincerity 
ſhou d appear very ſmall to any body, what 
Satisfaction he cou d give ſuch a Perſon? 
It may be ſuppos d (for I dare not pretend 
to tell him what Anſwer he is to make 7) 
that after a long Appeal to his Faſtings 
and Prayers and the general Strictneſs of 
his Life, he wou'd add, that his Rigid 
Adherence to Arianſm was a ſufficient 
Proof of his Sixcerity ; ſince he cou d not 
dream of getting any thing by it, but on 
the other hand muſt expect to loſe and 
ſuffer much. Now, as ill luck will have it, 
all theſe Pleas may with much greater Rea- 
ſon be alledgd for ATyanasuss Since- 


rity, as has been ſhewn before; ſo that 


Mr. I hiſton will find himſelf oblig'd, either 
to retract this Calumny, or give up his 
own mighty Pretenſions to Honeſty and 
Sincerity. But if he refuſe to do either, 
and will not judge himſelf and other Peo- 
ple by the ſame Rule; it will appear to the 
World, that there is ſmall Appearance of 
Sincerity in this duſpicion. | 

. WH O wou'd never ſubmit to either En- 
peror or Council, &c. I take it for grant- 
ed, that Mr. I hiſton (who does not ſcru- 
ple to own publickly, that he pays not the 
leaſt Regard to the Determinations of Ge- 
neral Councils, or the Judgement of his 
Learned Contemporaries) does not here 
blame ArhANASIus for not ſubmitiing His 


7 Appendix, p. 9 


Faith 
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Faith to Emperors or Conncils. And all 
other ſort of Submiſſion He always pay'd 
both 1% Emperors and Councils; except 
that now and then, when they wou'd have 
had Him been ſo kind as to ſtay and be 
murder'd by em , He thought it more 
proper to run away. And I do here chal- 
lenge Mr. Whiftan, or his more Learned 
Friend in a Corner, to name any one Em- 
peror or any one Council ( that had any 
Canonical Juriſdiction over Him; nay, [ 
will venture to ſay, any one that was tru 
and properly a Council) that Athanaſius 
did not ſubmit to, as far as He was any 
ways obligd. If He can't do this, he 
ſtands convicted of ſpeaking evil of Digni- 
tys ; if he can, I promiſe to give up this 
whole Cauſe, and leave ArhANAs ius to 
his Mercy, which I am afraid will be very 
cruell. 

AND who wou'd rather ſet the Chri- 


ſtian World in a Combuſtion, than recede in 


the leaſt from his Pretenſions. If Mr. Whi- 
ſton deſir d to have his Suſpicions under- 
ſtood and fairly examin'd, he wou'd have 
told us what theſe Pretenſions were: for 


my part, I know of no ſuch, that He cou d 


recede from with a ſafe Conſcience. If he 
means, that ArHANASLIus wou'd not re- 


cede from His Pretenſions to the See of A- 


lexandria; I grant it: and, as matters then 
ſtood, to have done fo wou'd have been 


"'+ © Sozom. E. H. l. 11. c. 25. Rufin, J. 1. c. 17. 
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as great a Crime, as any Mr. hiſton has 
accusd Him of. It wou'd not have been 
the part of a good Shepherd, quietly to have 
ſuffer'd his Flock to be devour'd by ravening 
Wolves, Piſtus, Gregorius and Georg1us ; 
who enter'd in, not privily, but by open 
violence; not in SHeeps, but, what is much 
more dangerous, in Shepherds Cloathing. 
And when He ſaw plainly, that His own 
Cauſe and that of the Truth were ſo inſe- 
2 united, that they had the ſame 
riends and Enemies, and always ſtood 
or fell together, to have withdrawn ſo great 
a Support , as he cou'd not but know 
He was to the Catholic Intereſt, in ſuch 
perilous Times, wou d have been baſe and 
treacherous Cowardice. But if Mr. hi- 
ſton means, that ArHANAs Ius wou'd not 
recede from His Principles, ſo ↄs to admit 
any to Communion that denied the Do- 
Qrine eſtabliſh'd in the Council of Nice; 
Here too I readily confeſs the Fact, but 
want to ſee the Crime. If thoſe Doctrines 
are True, He did well; and when Mr. W. 
has prov'd *em falſe, he may with a bet- 
ter Grace pronounce that He did ill. Yet 
even then I don't ſee with what Face he 
cou'd condemn ATHANas1us, for doin 
no more, than what he 7hinks himſelf plain- 
+ Oc, F *ExxAnndv Te ie H im To wit e ¹˙. 
Trgmy , in Thr ov sm15piPRopnsfce MAGITHQ,, icw i cu voc 
umm Ia; dend arg pubiew on Ger medias MMISEUXOTE» 


exc. Bafil: M. Ep. 49. ad Athan. p. 97. Ed. Pariſ. See his other 
Fpiſtles to Athan, and Greg. Naz. Orat. 21. ; 
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ly oblig'd in point of Duty to do. His Grace 
My Lord Arch- Biſhop of Tork has told 
him, that it will be a great Sin in him to 
diſturb ihe Peace and Unity of the Catholick 
Church by publiſhing his Doughty Diſco- 
veries *; his moſt Learned Friend My 
Lord Biſhop of Worceſter has advisd him 
to keep his Diſſatisfaction and Faith to 
himſelf T: and yet he is fo fully convinc d 
of the Importance of what he has to propoſe, 
that he is reſolv'd not to ſuffer the ſacred 
Truths of Gop to be ſuppreſs d, neither ſhall 
any worldly Motrves whatever diſſuade him 
from this Reſolution. Now the ſame Excuſe, 
which he brings for his own Heretical Ob- 
ſtinacy, will juſtifie Athanaſius' s Chriſtian 
Perſeverance. O but, fays Mr. Whiſton, 
my Opinions are the great Truths of Gop; 
that 1s, you think ſo, Sir, and no doubt but 
Athanaſius chought ſo at leaſt of His. 
WHO Reaſons generally very weakly. 
In anſwer to this Raſh and Contemptuous 
Cenſure, which to Men of Learning plainly 
ſhews with what little Judgment Mr. hi- 
ſton reads Ancient Authors, I ſhall only 
produce the Teſtimony of the Learned 
Photius above mention'd, who, I ſuppoſe, 
will be generally allow'd to be at leaſt as 
good a Judge of ſtrong Reaſoning as Mr. 
Whiſton. I have Read, ſays he +> 
ce the 5 Books of St. ATHANAS1Us againſt 
a = —— p. 19. = 
ret. p. 25. 140. 
. 1 3 © Arits 
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cc Arius, the Style of which, as of all His 
« other Writings, is clear, natural, and 
© exact; joyn d with a TE Smartneſs, and 
«© Depth and Strength of Argument. He 
«© ſhews great Copiouſneſs of Invention, 
* and a wonderfull Eaſineſs of Thought. 
“His Skill likewiſe in the Art of Logicł 
« appears, not in a way of mere Words 
« and empty Terms only, which Boys and 
«young Beginners are wont to make O- 
te ſtentation of; but after the manner of 
te the Ancient Philoſophers, by ſetting forth 
&« plain Reaſonings in a becoming Gran- 
c deur and Ornament of Expreſſion, He 
brings moreover ſtrong and convincing 
& Proofs of what He aſſerts from Scrip- 
c ture-Teſtimonys. Ina Word, His Books 
* alone are a ſufficient Defence againſt all 
cc the Efforts of the Arians. And he that 
ce ſhou'd ſay, that Gregory the Divine, and 
ce the Excellent Baſil drew from this Foun- 
c tain thoſe Noble and bright Streams of 
& Learning, which appear in Their Wri- 
tc tings againſt this Hereſy, wou'd not be 
much out in his Aſſertion. And 'tis 
much che ſame Character that he gives of 
His Letters and Apologys, Cod. 32, and 139. 
To Photius I might add the concurring 
Teſtimony of many more, both Ancients 
and Moderns, were not this alone ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew Mr. Mhiſton's Unreaſonable 
Prejudice againſt ATHANASIUS. | 
WHO reaſons generally very weakly ; 
5 | yet 


1 
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get treats His Adverſaries with the moſt 
Unchriſtian Names of Reproach and Scorn 
poſſible. I am miſtaken if the Graveſt Man 
in England can read this and keep his 
Countenance. I have not often, before 
this Inſtance, known one Man abuſe an- 
ther for being like himſelf. There are ma- 
ny Paſlages in theſe Sagacious Suſpicions, 
which ſhew, that Mr. Hhrſton , when he 
wrote em, had no Regard to the old Rule, 
that a Man ought to conſider himſelf, be- 
fore he accuſes another; and this may per- 
haps appear to ſome to be one of thoſe 
Paſſages: but for my part, I muſt do him 
the Juſtice.to own, that I ſce no Grounds 
for ſuch a Charge from this Place; on the 
contrary the Picture is ſo very like the Pain- 
ter, that I cannot but think he ſat to his 
own Pencil. But becauſe it may be ſaid 
that Mr. //hi/ton's being guilty of the Fault 
he condemns in another, proves indeed 
the Unreaſonableneſs of the Accuſer, but 
not of the Accuſation; I ſhall examine the 
Matter a little more feriouſly. ArHANA- 
SIUS, it muſt be confeſs'd, is general! 

very warm and vehement, He writes wit 

Spirit and a Commanding Pen, and treats 
the Arians with little Reſpect. But, not 
to mention the Senſe of ſo many Injuries 
receiv'd, under which He wrote, and which 
naturally ſharpens the Pens of the meekeſt 
Writers; Nor the Power His Function 
gave Him 7o rebuke with all Authority, 


and 


* 
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and cenſure inſuch a Style, as in a more pri- 
vate Station wou'd have been leſs becomin 5 


either of which Conſiderations willjuſti 
worſe Uſage than the Arians met wit 
from Him: I ſhall venture to put the whole 
Vindication of Athanaſius, as to this Par- 
ticular, upon the Sycophantry, Malice and 
Barbarity of that Party; by which they 
took care to deſerve worſe Language, than 
He or any one elſe ever yet gave em. And 
that this is true, to omit a thouſand others, 
the Synodical Epiſtles and other Records, 
inſerted by Athanaſius into His firſt Apology, 
are ſufficient Proofs: And in moſt of thoſe, 
theArrans are treated after the ſame Manner, 
and often leſs favourably than by Athanaſius. 
THE Next and Laſt Branch of this Ge- 
neral Chracter is, that He alter'd His No- 
tions, or at leaſt His Language, as He ſau 
Occaſion, and as Matters wou'd bear, &c. 
The Charge is falſe and groundleſs, and di- 
realy contrary to Athanaſiuss known and 
true CHaracter: Mr.Whiſton's Reaſon for it 
ſeems to be contain'd in his ch Suſpicion, 
which ſhall be examin'd in it's Order. 
iv. THE Fourth $#/prcion is grounded 
upon the Different Accounts, that Epipha- 
nius and Athanaſius give us of the Origin 
of the Melitians, from which, and from 
the Deciſion of the Council of Nice, which 
was more favourable te theſe Meletians 
than to the Arians, and than Athanaſius 
wou'd have had it, he thinks we have 
| great 


ww . . . ww WY ww r mw 1 


Suſp. concerning Athanaſius. xIj 


great Reaſon to believe that His Account 1s 


— 0+" ta „and the Effect of Hatred aud 
I11-will. 
_ TO this I anſwer, That when Two 
Authors differ in Their Relation of any 
Fact, tho' Both of em cannot be in the 
right, yet there is no Neceſſity of Im- 
peaching the Fidelity or Probity of Either: 
Men of Candor will allow that a wrong 
Account may be given, and yet not be 
the Effect of Hatred and Ill will, but only 
of Inadvertency, or the too haſty Relyance 
on the Reports of others. And this I 
take to be the Preſent Caſe between theſe 
Two Great Men, Athanaſius and Epipha- 
nius: The Enquiry therefore ought only 
to be, on which ſide there appears the 
Greateſt Probability of Miſtake. And here 
it is to be obſerv d, that Epiphanius in his Ac- 
count of the Origin of theſe Meletians, differs 
not from Athanaſms only, but alſo from all 
other Eceleſiaſtical Writers, that have men- 
tion d that Matter; which alone is ſufficient 
to decide the Queſtion. But this is not the 
only Reaſon, that gives the Preference to A- 
thanaſius; for tis plain that, living at the ſame 
Time, and in the ſame Country where That 
Schiſin aroſe, He was much more likely to 
know the Truth in this Particular (and, for 
any thing that appears to the Contrary 
from Mr. Hiſtons Suſpicions, not leſs likely 
to make a Faithfull Relation of it) than E- 
piphanius, wholiv'd * Years after, and 
at 
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at a place far diſtant; ſo that he cod 
know nothing of this Buſineſs, but by In- 
formation from others, which he generally 
truſted to without much Examination, 
being, as Du- Pin and other Learned Mien 
have obſervd, over Credulous in ſeve- 
ral Inftances, and ny in this Caſe 
imposd upon by a falſe Account from the 
Melitians *, 

AS for Mr. W/hiſton's other Argu- 
ment, I don't ſee why the Council of Nice | 
ſhou'd deal as ſeverely with Schiſmaticks | 
that were then ſound in the Faith, as with | 
the worſt of Heretitks: And if their Cen- 
ſure was more gentle than, according to 
Athanaſins's Aecount of em, they de- 
ſerv'd; it was alſo more ſevere than they 
deſerv'd, if Epiphanius tells true; fo that 
nothing can be concluded from thenee to 
the Prejudice of Athanaſtus, or in Favour 
of the Other. On the Contrary, a ver 
good Argument for Athanaſius, and again 
Epiphanius may be drawn from the — 
dical Epiſtle of that Council; where They 
declare, that They had dealt more gently 
with Melitius and the Melitians, than they 
deſervd +. They give no Reaſons for 
Their diſpenſing thus with the Ancient Ri- 
gour of Eccleſtaſtical Diſcipline: But it 

ſeems to me to have been done upon Pru- 
* Vid, Baron. ad An. 306. & Petay. Not, in Epiph. Hæreſ. 68. 
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dential Motives of great weight; For the 
Number of thoſe Schiſmaticlæ was Conſi- 
derable, and there was Reaſon to fear that 
Severity and Deſpair of Communion might 
urge em to enlarge their Schi or joyn 
with the Arians, as indeed they after- 
wards did, to the great Detriment of the 
Church. And whereas Mr. Vhiſton ſeems 
to inſinuate, that Athanaſius endeavour d 
to get a ſeverer Sentence againſt em, I be- 
lieve that is more than He, or Montfaucon, 
whom he cites for it, can prove direct- 
ly: I am ſure the Place Mont faucon re- 
fers to, proves it not; and the Paſſage, 
which, of all I can remember, looks moſt 
that way X, only ſhews that A hanaſius, 
above 20 Vears after the Council of Nice, 
wiſhes They had been leſs gentle, as ſeeing 
and feeling worſe fruits of that Lenity, than 
were then expected. | 

v. HIS next Suſpicion is drawn from 
Athanaſius's Touthful Nobleſs Treatiſes, 
Contra Geutes & De Incarnatione Verbi, 
drawn up before the Riſe of the Arian Con- 
troverſy, which he thinks are very different 
from thoſe written afterwards, and contain, 
as far as be can judge, in a manner the ſame 
Doctrine that He afterwards oppos'd; ſo 
that the honeſt Reader may ſee even there 
the true Dotirines of the Church ; and 
thence he concludes, that Athauaſius made 


* Molo. nv, d, wind? opener, rde u, be c. Atlan. 
Apol. cont. Arian, p. 187. 
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a mighty change in Chriſtianity, and that 
His Later Writings are of ſmall Authority. 


I READILY grant Mr. VJhiſton, that 


theſe Treatiſes were drawn up before the Riſe 
of Arianiſm, not that I think he can prove it 
without the Help of Montfaucon ; but be- 
cauſe I know That Learned Man has prov'd 
it, as alſo becauſe I know it ſignifies little 
to the Matter in hand, when they were 
written. And Ido here undertake to main- 
tain, that thoſe Treatiſes contain nothing 
contrary to the Catholic Faith, and ſome 
things directly contrary to the Arian He- 
reſy, as a Learned Man hath in part alrea- 
dy ſhewn 4. And I do alſo think Mr. 
Whiſton highly oblig'd to joyn Iſſue with 
me upon this Queſtion, Whether thoſe 
Treatiſes be Arian or Orthodox; notwith- 
ſtanding the Contempt he may poſlibly 
have for the Meanneſs of his Adverſary. 
For if he do's not defend his Aſſertion, 
all that know any thing of him will con- 
clude that he can't, and that he has call'd 
thoſe Books Arian, which are really Ortho- 
dox. And then, Ileave him to judge, whe- 
ther even the Unlearned will not upon juſt 
Grounds believe, that his Challenging the 
Ante-Nicene Fathers for his own, proceeds 
either from his not underſtanding rightly 
the Difference berwixt the Arian Scheme, 
and the Orthodox - Faith, or his little 
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Knowledge of the Authors, or both. For his 
Declaring that theſe Treatiſes contain, as far 
as he can judge, the Doctrines of Arius, plain- 
ly ſhe ws, that his Judgment is in this Particu- 
lar very ſmall, and that we ſhall never learn 
from him whether the Ante-Nicene Fathers 
were Arians or Orthodox. And for my part, 
had I no other Grounds to go upon, this d /- 
picion of his wou d be ſufficient to convince 
me of the Weakneſs and Impertinence of his 
other pretended Authorities and Original 
Evidence. And if Mr. Whiſton had the 
leaſt Grain of Modeſty or Diffidence, thoſe 
very Paſlages in theſe Treatiſes, which now 
look like Arian to him, wou'd have fur- 
niſh'd him with an Anſwer to his former 
Scruples, by. ſhewing him that the Ancients, 
who never dream'd of any ſuch Opinions, 
cou'd not particularly guard againſt 'em in 
their Expreſſions *, to uſe his own Words 
on a Contrary Occaſion, 

vi. THE Sixth Suſpicion is grounded 
upon 4 dtory Athanaſius tells us, which in 
ſhort is this. The Arians, knowing of what 
good Conſequence it wou'd be to their 
Cauſe to get rid of Athanaſius, or atleaſt to 
ruin His Reputation, amonſt many other 
Groundleſs Accuſations, charg'd Him with 
the Murder of one Arſ/enius, Jo ag ra vate 
the Matter, they ſaid, He had cut the dead 
Body to pieces tor Magical Uſes; and in Te- 
ſtimony of all this, they produc'd a Dead 
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Man's Hand. All this while Arſenius ab- 
ſeonde dby Compact, and, Whemſought for 
carefully in one place, convey'd. himſelf to 
another. At laſt he was diſcover d, whilſt 
the Synod was ſitting at Bre; but, being 


unwilling to ſpoil fo ful a Plot in it's | 


very Criſis, he deny'd his Name, till he 
was convicted by the Confeſſion of his 
Acquaintance, then he own'd himſelf, and 
the whole Truth, and appear d alive with 
both his Hands before the Council. Now, 


by good Luck, This Piece of Hiſtory 


comes down to us as well atteſted, as 
cou'd be wiſh'd; being ſupported, not on- 
ly by the Unanimous Concurrence of the 
Church- Hiſtorians with Athanaſius, as to 
the main of it, but alſo by the Synodical 
Epiſtles of ſeveral Councils, the Confeſſions 
of Archaph, Piunes & Arſenius, and the Em- 
peror's Letter, all which Athauaſius has 
—_— and recorded in His Apology. 

et after all, this Story feems imcredible to 
Mr. I biſton. Thoſe People that can be- 
lieve whatever they wau'd have true, tho 
ever ſo abſurd, cannot eaſily believe what 
they wou'd not have true, tho'ever fo rea- 
fonable. This, and no more, ſhou'd have 
been my Anſwer if Mr. Mhiſton, accord- 
ing to Cuſtom, had given us only his bare 
Word for this Incredibility. Bur ſince he 
has /o far diſpens'd with his uſual Methad, 
as to bring Reaſons for his Opinion; thoſe 
Reaſons ſhall be fairly examim d. 
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1. IT ſcems to Mr. I hiſton utterly In- 
creuible, that Athimaſms prouuc d the Man 
alive, uuhilſt the Arians did ſtill all His Life 
notwithſtanding accuſe Him publickly upon 
all Occaſions of the ſame Murder. Now 
that Athanuſius did produce the Man alive, 
to the great Confuſion of His Adver- 
faries, is as certain as the Concurring Te- 
ſtimony of Hiſtorians can make it (and 1 
know of no other Certainty that Ancient 
Matters of Fact are capable of) but that 
the Arians did ſtill all His Life notwith- 
ſtamding accuſe Him publickly upon all Oc- 
caſions of the ſame Murder, is not altoge- 
ther ſo certain. 'Tis, 1 confeſs, no very 
unlikely Suſpicion, that they who had the 
Conſcience to contrive, and the Face to 
bring openly before the Synod ſuch a Vil- 
lainous Accuſation, might, notwithſtand- 
ing it's Detection, have the Impudence af- 
ter wards (as is often ſeen in ſuch Caſes) to 
renew and juſtify the Charge in Private 
Converſation, in order to keep up their Cre- 
dit amongſt the Party: bur 1 defire Mr. 
I hiſton to ſhew me, from any Authority bet- 


ter than his own, when and where it was 
that they Publickly renew'd this Accuſa- 


tion againſt At hanaſius, and upon what 
Oceaf;on ; for if they did it-upon all Occa- 


fins, he may eaſily name one, and that ſhall 


ſuſſice me. In the mean time, he muſt ex- 
euſe me, if I cant believe they did it ο 
all Occaſions; becauſe I know they did it 

not 


. 
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not upon the firſt and moſt proper Occa- 
fon Imaginable for that Purpoſe. And that 
was, when in that very Synod they paſs d 
the Sentence of Depoſition againſt Him; 
in which this Crime was wholly omitted: 
And (which was a fair Occaſion of rectify- 
ing that Omiſſion) when Athanaſius ap- 
peal'd from that Council, where this Mur- 
der was the Principal Article againſt Him, 
to the Emperor; the Committee, Detach'd 
to juſtify their Proceedings before Conſtan- 
tine, were ſo far from Inſiſting upon this 
Accuſation, that they thought not fit to ſay 
one ſingle word of the Matter, but inſtead 
of it they cunningly forg'd new Crimes 
of Treaſon equally falſe, and as impudent- 
ly vouch'd, to deccive the Emperor, and 
move his Indignation againſt Him. Nei- 
ther was this Charge then omitted thro' 
Forgetfulneſs, but upon very weighty | 
Reaſons; for Athanaſius had lo far. prov'd | 
Arſenius to be alive, and to have Hands, 
that they Themſelves thought fit to make | | 
him a Subſcriber to the very Sentence of 
Depoſition againſt Athanaſius * So that 
their own Act with Arſeniuss Hand to it, 
was a plain Acknowledgment of the Cheat. 
And to accuſe Athanaſius of killing a Man, 
 thatafterwards condemn'd Him, wou d not 
have been much to the Advantage either of 
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their Cauſe, or their Reputation; unleſs 
they cou d hope to make the Emperor be- 
lieve, that Arſenius was really riſen up in 
J;uugment againſt Him. But to proceed 


to his next and indeed his chief Refuge 
throughout theſe Suſpicion m,, 

2. WE have certainly no other Evi- 
dence for even theſe Letters but ATHaNa- 
sius Himſelf. To this Ianſwer, I. That this 
Evidence is as much as cou'd reaſonably 
have been expected in this Caſe, and 
therefore ſufficient. 2. Not only in Cha- 
rity, but even in the Senſe of the Law, 
eyery one is preſum'd 2 Good Man and 4 


True, till the Contrary be provd; and 


when Mr. I hiſton has done this by ArHA- 
NAs Ius, his Argument will be a little more 
Concluſive. 3. The Apology, in which 
theſe Letters are contain d, was wrote not 
many Years after the Synod of Tyre, and 
whilſt the far greater Part of thoſe, whoſe 
Teſtimonys He makes uſe of, were alive; 
ſome of which were very willing, if they 
had been able, to have prov'd Him guilty 
of Forgery, particularly Urſacius and Va- 
lens, who after the Writing of this Apo- 
logy went over again to the 'Arians. And 
can it be ſuppos'd that any Man, I will 
not ſay Arn AN Aslus, even Mr. Whi/ton 
himſelf, cou'd be ſo Mad as to publiſh fo 
many Copys of Letters, when there were 
ſo many Men alive, that cou'd eaſily prove 


em Forgerys? But this was not done at 
AM) G the 
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the only Time when it mighs and ought to 
have 4 done; and therefore I believe all 
Judicious: and Charitable Men will reſt ſatiſ- 
d that it cou d not, notwithſtanding Mr. 
hiſton's new Diſcoutries 1350 Years: af- 
ter. 4. Some of the Letters. and Monu- 


ments in this 4polegy are to be found in Hi- 


lary , and ſame in the Charch-Hiftorians ; 
and thoſe that are not to be found there, 
are yet confirm'd by the Hiſtorianus, in 
that they give the ſame Account of Things, 
which may, be drawn from thoſe Letters. 
BUT. Mr. hiſtan has ſtill in Store 
one c Great Realan for his Suſpicion, which 


is, that the ſame Emperor Conſtant ine, whoſe \ 


Letter does in this Caſe ſo juſtify Athaua- 
ſues, did yet {oon baniſh him.-notwith/tand.- 
ing. A mighty Great Reaſon this truly 

A very pretty 2 


ſo accuſtam d.to Reaſon, Argument +iand 
Demonſtrayzon.! Constantine baniſh d Atha- 


naſius for high Treaſon, therefore he did 


not, ſome! time before, in a Letter acquit 
Him of Murder. This may ſuffice to ſhew 
the Weakneſs of Mr; Aichiſlan's Great Rea- 
ſan; but becauſe thaſe of his Readers, that 
know little of theſe Matters (Who are the 
only Perſons that Mr. Vchiſſon can decei ve, 
or I can pretend to undeeeive) may enter- 
tain e to the Wat nene oF Ar 
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onſequence too for a Ma- 
thematiciun to make, a Man that bas been 


Suß. concerning Athanaſius. 1j 
D THANASTHUS/ when they hear He was ba- 
Il nid by ſo Good and Juſt à Prince, as 
fe Conflantine is generally thought to have 
r. been; it may not be perhaps improper, 


f- to enlarge a little upon that Affair. 

4 CONSTANTINE, upon ATHANA- 
1 stus's Appeal to him from the Synod of 
3 Tyre, order'd thofe Biſhops to come and 
e, juſtify their Proceedings | him. Theſe 


n Orders found em at Feruſatem, whither 
s, | they had adjourmd, and from thence Eu- 
I ſ/ebrus & ſome of the Boldeſt of his Aﬀo- 
e | cites came to Court, to make good their 
h Charge, as was expected; but inftead of 
ſe J. that, they wav'd all their former Obje- 
z- | Hons, and, to the great Surprize of Atha- 
d. naſtus, ſwore He had threaten d to ſtarve 
the Emperor and the Imperial City, by 
4 ſtopping the Annual Proviſion of Corn, 
771 that us'd to be ſent from Alexandria to 
id Conſtantinople. This was a very Impro- 
bable Accuſation, but it was ſworg to Point 
Blanck, and Conſtantine was fo nettled at 
the Ingratitude of fuch Uſage from a Chri- 
ſtian Biſhop, that in the heat of his Indi- 
gnation he immediately baniſh d Him to 
at | Treers *. . | 
ie 1 THIS was the True, but I think not 


e, the Only, Reaſon why Con/fantine ba- | 
r- niſn'd ATRANASrUS; for it ſeems | 


M to me highly probable, that he wou'd 
not have done it upon an Accuſa- 


* Socr. I. 1. c. 30. & Athai.. Apol. contra Arian, 
A- 5 tion, 
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tion, that carry'd ſo little Appearance of 


Truth along with it, if he had not been 
before that in ſome meaſure prejudic'd a- 
gainſt Him. That Emperor knew very 
well how much it wou'd conduce to his 
own Repoſe, and the Welfare of his Em- 
pire, to have the Peace and Unity of the 
Church ſtrictly kept up. And according- 
ly it is very obvious in all his Intermed- 

lings with Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, that this 
was the chief, if not the only End, he 
had in view. Euſebius knew this was the 
Emperor's Principle, and made his Advan- 
tages of it. He was continually ſuggcſting 
to him, that the Difference betwixt the 
Orthodox and the Arians was Verbal only, 
and very Inconſiderable; and that if Arha- 
naſius, who ſtudiouſly widen'd the Breach, 
was out of the way, both Parties wou'd 
agree very well, and the Emperor wou d 
be no longer troubled with their mutual 
Recriminations. And this Tale was con- 
firm'd by the Cunning of the Arians; they 
cou'd upon Occaſion lay aſide the Ap- 
pearance of Heretical Obſtinacy, and 
give out themſelves to be Men of Ten- 
der Conſciences, that agreed with the Ca- 
zholicks in the Main, but durſt not expreſs 
their Fauth by other Words than they found 
in Scripture ; and then wou'd they very pi- 
teouſly deſire their ſtronger Brethren to 
ſhew ſome Indulgence to their Weakneſs, 
and admit plain & undeſigning,tho' perhaps 
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miſtaken, Men to Communion. This Po- 
litick Cant of theirs, ArHANASILIUS did 
not in the leaſt regard ; well knowing 
from Reaſon (and Experience alſo, in the 
Caſe of the Melitians) that the Encmies 
of the Church are much leſs Formidable 
when kept without, than when admitted 
within It's Walls. This Procedure of His 
was artfully improv'd to His Diſadvan- 


is tage, and made ule of to convince the 
c | Emperor that He was an Enemy to Peace. 
c | And no wonder that Conſtantine thought 
i- | a Perſon fo repreſented might be ſent off 
2 without any great Damage to the Church. 
e For tho' he was a Zealous Friend and Pro- 
y, tector If the Orthodox, yet he had a weak 
2 Side, which did but too often expoſe him 
hn, | to the crafty Inſinuations of Their Adver- 
d ſarys, and make him enter into their perni- 
d | Ccious meaſures, being confidently propos'd 
al to him as the beſt Expedients for compo- 
n- | {ingtheDiſtracttions of the Church *. 

\ 4. TO farisfy thoſe who may not 
— yet be convinc'd, Mr. //h:/ton has ſtill an- 
d other Argument to urge, full as Concluſive 
u- | as any of the former. And certainly bad 
a- Athanaſius had ſuch undenyable Vouchers 
ls for His Innocence as He long afterwards pub- 
d 1 Uſd, He needed not to have run away 
i- from the Council of Tyre as He did, fir far 
to | mot only of being condemn'd, but even of 
s, |f being torn in Pieces alſo at the ſame Time. 
ps * Vid. Socr,E,H, I. i. c. 35. = 4 


a- G 3 To 


Liv An Anſwey to My. Whiſton's 
To put this Argument into ſomething like 
a Hllagiſin, 

| _ Whoever appeals from an Inferior 

Court of Partial and Incompetent Jud- 
ges to a Superior one, is certainly guil- 
ty of the Crimes he is accusd of. 

But Athanaſius did fo. 

Ergo. 

Or thus, 

Whoever runs away for fear of being 
torn in Pieces by an Enrag'd and Sen- 
ſeleſs Mob, is certainly guilty of Mur- 
der. 

But Athanaſius did ſo. 

Ergo. 

Twere eaſy to ſhew that the Synod of 
Tyre was by no means a True Ecelęſiaſti- 
cal Synod, being only a Cabal of 60 Out- 
rageuus Party- Men, and a Conſpiracy ra- 
ther than a Council; that they were a Con- 
vention of Hereticts fitting in Inquiſition 
upon the Orrhodox ATHANASIUS, and 
moſt of em too His profeſs'd Enemys, 
contrary to all manner of Juſtice and Equi- 
ty; that their Proceedings were 3 
Seditious, and Tumultuary; that Athana- 
ſius bore with em, till He plainly faw there 
was nothing like Juſtice to be expected from 
'em, and then, and not till then, He ap- 
peal'd to the Emperor from an Aſſembly, 
chat had no Authority or Canonical Jurif- 
diction over Him, but what they recetv'd 
from the Imperial Commiſſion. All this 

may 
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may be caſily prov d, and ſhall be, if Mr. 
I hiſton has the Confidence to deny it. 
AND now ö think I have anſwer'd all 
the Grounds Mr. Ahiſton has brought for 
this Suſpiciun. I know indeed very well, 
that he is never the more likely ro change 
his Opinion becauſe his Arguments for it 
are confuted; and if he be {till reſolv d to 
have this Story Incredible, that he may not 
be aſham'd to aſſert what he can give no 
Reaſons for, but ſuch as have been already 
diſprov'd, to keep him in ſome little Coun- 
tenance, I care not if I tend him a Di- 
covery or two upon this Subject. 

« ATHANASIUS no where tells us that 


« this Arſenius had any particular Pique 


« againſt Himſelf, or was any more His E- 


c nemy than the Reſt of the Melitians we- 
c re: So far from this, that, according to 


« Rufinus, he was formerly one of His 
« Readers &, which wou'd naturally oblige 
ce in him point of Gratitude to be His 
« Friend; there being always in the Primi- 
« tive Church as ſtrict a Tye of Duty and 
Affection betwixt a Biſhop and his Infe- 
« rior Clergy, as in rhe Roman State be- 
e twixt a Prætor and his Quæſtor T. How 
« came it then to pals, that, to do Atha- 


rr, . 

:+ Sic enim a Majoribus Noſtris accepimus, Prætorem Quæ- 
ſtori ſuo Parentis loco eſſe oportere: nullam neque juſtiorem 
neque Graviorem Cauſam Neceſſitudinis poſſe reperiri, quam 
conjunctionem ſortis; quam Provinciæ, quam Officii, quam 
Publicam Muneris Socictatem. Cic. Divinss. 
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naſus a Miſchief, be ſhoud be willing 


to engage in a Plot, which wou'd in 
all Probability deprive him of all the 
Comforts of Life for the future? Fo 
he cou'd not bur ſee, that, if Athanaſtus 


. eſcap'd, he muſt abſcond for ever (and 


Solitude & a guilty Conſcience are but 


ill Companions) or, if he ſhou'd rather 


chuſe to appear abroad, beſides the con- 
ſtant Fear of deſery'd Puniſhment, he 
muſt expect to be abhor'd, ſhun'd and 


deſpis'd by all Mankind: A miſerable 


Choice of two ſorts of Life, neither of 
which can be well prefer'd to Death ! On 
the other hand, ſuppoſe ArHANAs jus 


ſhou'd be caſt & ruin'd, and his Fel- 


low-Plotters left to enjoy the Fruits of 
their Victory, yet wou'd his Condition 
be little the better. For how cou'd he 


hope that his Brethren in Iniquity wou'd 


ever ſuffer him to ſhew his Head, to 


their Eternal Shame and Confuſion ? 


Had he not much more Reaſon to fear 
they wou'd take effectual Care that 
he ſhou'd {till act the Dead Man's Part, 
or rather really ſerve him ſo as they pre- 
tended ArHANAS Ius had done, and 
by a neceſſary Caution cut his Throat, 
jeſt he ſnou d grow Impatient of Confi- 


cc nement, and by venturing abroad diſcover 


0 


himſelf & the whole Contrivance? 
T HIS Juſpicion ſeems to me to bear 


harder upon Athanaſius, than any thing Mr. 


IWhiſton 
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M hiſton has ſaid upon this Article; yet is 


it at the Bottom as abfurd as his, as ſhall 
be ſhewn, if he thinks fit to borrow it, and 


uſe it as his 'own, which he is heartily 

welcome to do. 

VII. IHE next Suſpicion is ſo very 

weak, uncharitable, and aſſuming, that 

it may ſerve very well to give a Man a com- 

pleat View of Mr. I hiſton's way of Wri- 

ting & Reaſoning. The Story and ſtrange 
Miracles of Anthony, the Father of the A- 
gyptian Monks, and thereby of the Modern 
Monkery ingeneral goes above all things make 

Athanaſius ſuſpected. One wou'd think a 
Man that pretends to be wiſer or honeſter 
than all the World, cou'd not be ſo groſsly 
Ignorant as not to know the vaſt Diffe- 
rence betwixt Ancient and Modern Monke- 
ry; or ſo diſhoneſt as to confound what 
he knows to be different, purely to ren- 
der his Ad verſaries Cauſe Invidious. And 
here, if it be a Digreſſion, I cannot but 
digreſs a little to obſerve, that Mr. hi- 
ſton is continually caſting the Odium of Po- 
pery upon the Catholick Doctrines #; and 
this upon no other Grounds in the Worid, 
but that the Conſtant Orthodoxy of the 
Old Popes conduc'd very much to the En- 
largement of their Spiritual Prerogative. 
But, thanks be ro GOD, the Outcry of 
Popery is not ſo formidable a Bugbear as 


Me ———_ " 
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it has been, There was a Time when the 
very Sound- of it was terrible, and of 
force enough to fright ſober Men out of 
their Senſes into Hereſy and Schiſm: but 
People are now pretty well us d to that Cant, 
and ſad Experience has taught em to be 
no more deceriv'd by it. But Popery is a 
Word, chat all the Troublers of our I, 
racl have ever had in their Mouths; and 
therefore 1 am not ſurpriz'd to find it fo 
often in Mr. MhHiſton s Writings. To re- 
turn, 

THIS Suſpicion Mr. Whiſton declares is 
the ſtrongeſt he has; whether that be any 
great Credit to the Reſt, it will ſoon ap- 
pear. He 1s pleasd moreover to declare, 
that zf theſe Miracles of Anthony be true 
and Divine, they do indeed ſeem Authen- 
z1ck Credentials to the Perſon and Cauſe of 
Athanaſius. He and his Cauſe therefore 
ſtand Condemn'd by his own Confeſſion, 
till he proves em Fall or Diabolical, which 
is more than he has done yet. He tells 
us indeed, with his uſual Air of Aſſu— 
rance, that the Sagacious and truly Learned 
will readily Diſcover the Knavery or worſe 
Original of theſe Miracles of Antichriſt in 
their Peruſal of em. Yet are there man 
Sagacious and truiy Learned Men (unlets 
agreeing with him muſt be the Teſt of Saga- + 
city and True Learning) who have perus'd 
this Life of Anthony, without making any 
ſuch Diſco very. But now let us ſee what 

can 
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ean be done by the Sagacity and Learning 
of Mr. Whiſton. © © | | 
THAT this Life of Anthony, ſays he, 
zs not writ ſincerely by Athanaſius is plain 
by ſeveral Circumſtances , beſides the Gene- 
ral Wild Incredible Nature of the Things, 
and of the Miracles themſelves. Now tis 
to be obſefv'd in the firſt place, that of 
all theſe Miracles there is only One, 
which Athanaſius pretends to have been 
done in His Preſence, and that too has 
Nothing in the leaſt Degree Improbable 


in it; ſo that ſuppoſing His Account 


wrong in ſome Particulars, His Sincerit 

may be ſafe notwithſtanding. But how- 
every as Incredible as ſome of theſe Miracles 
may ſeem to be, they are not leſs Credi- 
ble, than what are told of Paphnutius, Spy- 
ridion, and Others of the ſame Age by 
the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians * ( and parti- 
cularly by Rufinus upon his own Sight +) 
and of St. Martin by a Writer of a very 
good Character, Sulpicius Severus +, who 
was his Contemporary, and vouches for 
the Truth of all he ſays concerning him. 
And 'tis farther obſervable, that all the 
Hiſtorians agree in the Wonderful Sancti- 
ty and Miracles of St. Anthony, and that this 
Account of his Life by Ai hanaſius, is parti- 
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cularly taken notice of & approv'd by Co- 
crates and Rufinus J, without the leaſt: 
Suſpicion of His Inſincerity; tho Rufinus 
himſelf had been among(t the Apyptian 
Monks, and was furnzſh'd with Materials 
to rectify the Miſtakes of Athanaſius, if 
there had been any. And I may add, that 
St. Jerom in his Life of Paul, refer'd to 
by Mr. Ahiſton, tells ſome as ſtrange Sto- 


_ ries of St. Anthony, as any in Athanaſius. 


Is is not then the laſt Degree of Spite and 
Uncharitableneſs in Mr. I biſton, without 
the leaſt Shadow of Authority, to impute 
the Miraculous Actions of that Holy Man 
to Knavery, or a worſe, i. e. a Diabolical, 
Original; which were manifeſtly done to 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil, and to pro- 
mote a true Senſe of Go D & Religion 
in the World? But the Knavery of theſe 
Miracles appears to Mr. Whiſton and his da- 
ms Readers, in that they were alledg'd 
oth by Anthony and Athanaſins on pur- 
poſe for Teſtimonials tothe Athanaſian Cauſe 
and Doctrine. If he had ſaid, That ſ 
of em are produc'd as Credentials againſt 
the Heathens, it wou'd have been true; 
but that either Anthony or Athanaſius 
appeal to em as Teſtimonials for Ortho- 
doxy, is manifeſtly falſe. St. Anthony in- 
deed often declares himſelf againſt the 
pernicious Doctrine of the Arians, as he 


+ Lib. 1. c. 21. J L. 1. c. g. 


do's 
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do's alſo againſt the Manichees and Meli- 
trans, and all Hereſy & Schiſm whatſo- 
ever; and he had a particular Reaſon to de- 
clare himſelf as to the Arians, they having 
falſly given out (as Mr. Vhiſton has done 
concerning ſome Learned Men) that he 
was entirely of their Principles; ſo that 
it was as neceſſary for him then to clear 


himſelf from that Aſperſion, as it was of 


late for Dr. Allix, Dr. Bradford, and ſeve- 
ral Others: but he no where challenges 


Belief, or puts the Truth of his Cauſe up- 


on the Authority of his Miracles. Nei- 
ther did Athanaſius write his Life with 
any ſuch Deſign; it being done upon an 
Occaſion unexpected, in Anſwer only to 
ſome Foreign Monks, who having heard 
of Sr. Anthony's Fame, deſird to know 
his whole Way and Manner of Life, that 
it might be an Help and Direction to them, 
who were engag' d in the ſame Courſe of 
Religious Exerciſe & Retirement from 
the World. He therefore, partly from his 
own Obſervation, and partly from the In- 
formation of one who conſtantly had at- 
tended him, returns em this Account of 
his Extraordinary Sanctity, of his Won- 
derful Gifts and Miracles, of his Pious 
Diſcourſes 8& Zealous Endeavours to 
promote the Glory of Gop and raiſe 
in Men a True Spirit of Vertue & 
Holineſs, of his Faith, his Charity, his 
Humility; and in ſhort, of his Eminent 
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Exemplarineſs in all the Active Vertues 
and Paſſive Graces, that are Requiſite in a 
Sincere Profeſſor of Chriſtianity: and ac- 
cordingly propoſes him to em as a Com- 
pleat Pattern for their Imitation in all the 
Parts of a Religious and Aſcetick way of 
Life. And this is all the Xnaviſb Deſign, 
0 I can Diſcover in this Life of An- 
Hony. 

> ATHAN ASIUS ſays, that Anthony 
was wholly Illiterate. Tet do's He tell us 
of his fine Diſcourſes, and of his Letter 
to the Emperor for Him. Jet do's he ſet 


down a Notable Anſwer of his to ſome 


Philoſophers, full of Heathen Learning. 
His Fine Diſcourſes are really Excellent, 
but there is not in 'em the leaſt appearance 
of any more Learning, than a Perfe& 
Knowledge of the Scriptures; and that 
Part of Learning Athanaſius ſays he was 
a Great Maſter of *, by Diligent Atten- 
tion to what he heard Others read, and 
by conſtant Meditation, joyn'd with a 
Wonderful Strength of Memory and 
Quickneſs of Parts T. As for the Let- 
ter, &c. Sogomen Þ, I confeſs, ſays that he 
wrote ſeveral Letters to the Emperor for 
Athanaſias ; but Mr. VMhiſton's Quotations 
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do not ſhew, neither do's it any where, 
that I remember, appear from the Writ- 
ings of Athanaſius Himſelf, that he wrote 
ſo much as one for Him. He mentions 
indeed * a Letter written by Anthony to 
Conſtantine in Anſwer to one from that 
Emperor, and He gives us the Contents 
of it too, in which there not is one word 
about Himſelf or His Cauſe. However, I 
think a Man may make a ſhift to write a 
Letter without any great Matter of Learn- 
ing; and ſuppoſing, acording to Sozomen, 
that He Perition'd the Emperor by Letter 


ſeveral times to recall Athanaſius, can Mr. 


Mhiſton hope to make any body believe 
that a Letter or Petition to a Prince may 
not be Indited by a Man of Good Sence, 
and Great Parts, tho' wholly Illiterate: 
And ſince, to oblige Mr. /hi/ton, I grant 
that Anthony was ſo wholly Illiterate, that 
he cou'd neither write nor read { which 
is more than can be neceſſarily drawn from 
Yeaupa pw ww) I hope in return he 
will be fo kind, as to allow that he cou'd 
ſpeak, which 1s all we have Occaſion for 
at Preſent; A Man of his Intereſt and 
Authority cou'd not want an Amanuenſis 
to put his Words into Writing. And this 
is no ſtrange Figure of Speech for a Man 
to be ſaid to write what he only dictates 
to another; otherwiſe there will be very 
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few Letters of Princes, or Men of Eminent 

Station, to be met with. And as for An. 

thony's Diſputations with the Philoſo- 
hers, there 1s nothing in 'em, but what 


may well be ſuppos d to have been ſpoke 
by a Man of his Extraordinary Parts + 


and Knowledge in Religion, without any 


more Heathen Learning, than what at 
that Time not only he, but every other 
Chriſtian of tolerable Capacity and Ob- 
ſervation, living in the midſt of Pagans, 
muſt needs be acquainted with, without 
the help of Books, by daily hearing and 
ſeeing what Opinions they held in Mat- 
ters of Religion, and what ſort of Gods 
they Worſhip'd; and how they were ex- 
pos'd by the Learned Advocates for Chri- 
ſtianity. And after all, what do's this vaſt 
deal of Heathen Learninz amount to? 
Why, Anthony upbraids the Philoſophers 
with their Abſurd Opinions concerning 
the Soul; he ſcoffs at their Fabulous Ac- 
counts of Ofrzs, and Iſis, and Typhon, and 
Saturn; and tells 'em, that he underſtands 


they turn all their Gods into AHllegory, 


making Froſerpine to ſignify the Earth, 
and Fulcan Fire, and Juno the Air, and 
Apollo the Sun, and Diana the Moon, and 
Neptune the Sea. This is all the Heathen 
Learning 1 find in that Notable Anſwer of 
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St. Anthony, which is eſteem'd no great 


Attainment even at this Day, and was then 


no mare than twou d be for an 1/{zter ate 
Prateſtant now, living amongſt Papifts, to 


be able ta Ridicule Their Senſeleſs No- 


» yo 


] 


ions of Purgatory & Tranſubſtantiation , 


or to upbraid 'em with Their Adoration of 
this or that other Image or Relick, or with 
their Idle Storys of St, Francis, St. Domi- 
nick, St. Anthony of Padua, or any other 
Legendary Saint moſt in Vogue among(t 
em. | 

3. THE next Reaſon Mr. W. brings 


1s an Inconſiſtency he thinks he has found 
in two Accounts given by ATHANas1us 


of the ſame Fact. Athanaſius, ſays he, in 
one place tells us of a ꝓudgment executed on 
Balacius by an Horſe on which that Enemy 
of His rode; and in another, that it was 
that Horſe on which Neſtorius rode and not 
Balacius. Before I anſwer this, I wou'd 
obſerve to Mr. I hiſton, tho' I believe it is 
the moſt mortifying Thought a Man can 
ſuggeſt to him, that many of his Diſco- 
veries are not altogether ſo new as he pre- 
tends, and ſome of em very Ancient: that 
ſeveral of em have nothing new in em but 
the Roughneſs andArrogance of their Style, 
and ſome Phraſes which are indeed fo new 
that I never heard of em before; being only 
old trifling Exceptions, that have been fully 
reply d to by Learned Men. And particu- 
larly this Objection now before us was for- 

merly 
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merly taken notice of by Baronzus, and af- 
ter him by Poſſevin, who impute the ſmall 
Dtzverſity in the two Accounts to the fault 
of Tranſcribers *: It has alſo been made uſe 
of by Rzvet , as an Argument to prove 
that this Life of Antony 1s not the Genuine 


Work of ATHANas1us; and, as ſuch, has 


been anſwer'd lately by Montfaucon F. So 
that there is nothing new in this Diſcovery 
of Mr. WVhiſton's (which I ſuppoſe he pick*d 
up from the laſt mention d Learned Man)but 
only that he wou'd have this Objection to 
affect the Author and not the Work, being 
willing to allow this Piece to be as certain- 


ly Genuin as may be, that he may the more 


effectually prove Athanaſius, the Writer | 


of it, to be a very Knave. I might indeed, 
if I Apprehended any Diſadvantage to A- 
thanaſius from this Argument, take Shel- 
ter under the Reaſons brought by ſome 
Criticks to ſhew that this Life of Antony is 
Spurious, and falſly father d upon Him; 
and ſo at once cut Mr. W. out of that, 
which he pretends does above all thinks 
make that Excellent Father ſuſpected. 
But J am ſatisfy d, that neither the Genui- 
neneſs of the Work, nor the Reputation 
of the Author are in the leaſt Danger from 
this Suſpicion. Let us therefore collate the 
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two Places refer'd to, as they ſtand at large 
in the Margin *, and ſee whether they may 
not be brought to a good Agreement in the 
Fact related. In the firſt Paſſage He tells 
us in ſhort, that as Balacius was riding 
along an Horſe turning upon him catch'd 
him by the 'Thigh and threw him down, 
ſo that within three Days he dyd. 'Em- 
gpzPus 0 inm@» may indeed be meant of the 
Horſe he was upon, but it is not the ne- 
ceſſary Meaning of it, for ꝰ i720 may inde- 
finitely denote any Horſe of the Company 
that rode along with him; and 'tis not ſo 
very plain how that Horſe he was upon 


himſelf cou'd turn fo as to bite his Thigh: 


there being therefore an Ambiguity in this 
Place, let us ſce how He explains Him- 
ſelf in the other, where He tells this Sco- 
ry more largely. Now there He ſays, that 
Balacius & Neſtorius were riding upon two 
of Balacius's Horſes, and that the Horſe on 
which Neſtorius rode pull'd Balacius down, 
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and tore his Thigh ſo that he dy'd within 
three Days after. Thus it appears that after 
all the two Accounts are fairly reconcileable: 
but ſuppoſing _— were not, That wou'd be 
no Argument of Inſincerity in Arhanafuus. 
Indeed if they had been both in the ſame 
Treatiſe, there might have been ſome 
Ground for Suſpicion : but ſince the two 
Paſſages are out of two different Treatiſes, 
one of which was very probably written 
ſeven Years after the other; and ſince A- 
THANASI1us does not pretend to have ſeen 
this Remarkable Occurrence Himſelf, but 
only to have heard of it from Others; 
were theſe Accounts utterly Inconſiſtent, 
all that cou'd reaſonably be concluded from 
it wou'd be, that Arhanaſius, when He 
wrote the firſt of em, had heard an Im- 
perfect, or perhaps a Falſe, Relation of 
that Matter, and was afterwards better in- 
form'd. 
4. Mr. WHAISTON has yet another 
Reaſon to bring up the Rear. Nay Atha- 
naſius tells us, that Anthony, when he dy d, 
order d that Cloke which Himſelf had given 
him to be reſtor d to Him again: Tet has Je- 
rom aſſur d us, that it had many Tears before 
been aſſign'd for the Burial of Paul the Monk 
by the ſame Anthony. This is a Sort of 
Conſequence rarely ro be met with, but 
in Mr. I hiſton's Writings. Athanaſius gave 
Anthony a Cloke, Anthony gave it away; 
therefore Athanaſius in the ſpace of _ 
n t 
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Tears never gave him another. For *tis 


certain that St. Antony liv'd 15 Years after 


Paul's Death; he being Ninety then, as 
St. Jerom tells us, and living to the Age 
of 105, as both Athanaſius and St, Ferom, 
in his Chronicon, informs us. And ſup- 
poſing there was a Miſtake in one of thoſe 
Accounts, is it not more Reaſonable to 
charge it upon St. Ferom, who wrote by 
Hear-ſay, than upon Athanaſius, who was 
a Party concern'd, who both gave the Cloke 
& receiv'd it back again, and probably 
knew it to be the ſame He had given him? 
VIII. AT HANASIUS's Character of 
the Principal Arians is not only unſupported 
by other Contemporary Authors, — 1 by 
His bellow Heretick Marcellus, but is di- 
rectly contrary to that of Enſebius ; whoſe 
Inteprity is yet too well known, as well as 
his Abilities, to have thoſe of Athanaſius 
come in the leaſt Competition with them. A- 
thanaſius s Characters are ſupported by moſt 
Contemporary Authors of any Authority, 
that had occaſion to mention thoſe Prin- 
cipal Arians. And as for Euaſebius, his A- 
bulities are indeed well known, yet not ſo 
well, as to put him above any Competition 
with Athanaſius ; his Integrity is not alto- 
gether ſo well known: And tis a ſtrange. 
Aſſurance in Mr. V hiſton to ſpeak of it at 


this Rate, as if it were ſo well known as 


to be beyond Diſpute; whereas he cannot 
but know, if he knows any thing of theſe 


I 3 Mat- 


Lxx An Anſwer to Mr. Whiſton's 


Matters, that the Greateſt of the Ancients 
and Moderns differ in nothing more, than 
in Their Opinions of this Man. St. Hilary 
of Poictiers, St. Ferom*, T heodorit *, Pho- 


tius*, Nicephorus the Patriarch, and the 


Hiſtorian of that Name®, the 24 Council 
of Nice, Cardinal Barons, C. Perron, 


Petavius, and Mr. Le Clerc, charge him 


with Arianiſm; Socrates 7, Gelaſius Oyzi- 
cenus*, Biſhop Bull, Valeſius, and Dr. 
Cave defend him. * 9 ſays he 
was too much inclind that way, and the 
Learned Pag:'* confeſſes he cannot tell 
what to make of him. Nov tis plain that 
all thoſe who think him an Arian muſt have 
a very poor Opinion of his Integrity, from 
his Pl 

laſtorgius himſelf '* owns he did, and his 
Letter to the Cæſareans about ouosms: And 
the others cannot tell what to ſay to ſome 
Few Paſlages in his Works,& Many Impor- 
tant Actions of his Life, which are ſo very 
favourable to the Arians, that, ſuppoſing 
him to have been Orthodox in his Heart, 
one cannot well avoid concluding, that He 
wrote and did ſeveral things,contrary to his 
Conſcience, purely to make his Court to 
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the Emperor and recommend himſelf to that 


Party. So well known is the Integrity of 


 Euſebius ! 


AND after all if Euſebius's Integrity 
was as well known as his Abilities, *twou'd 
be of little Advantage to Mr. Whi/ton in 
the preſent Caſe. According to him, Eu- 


ſebius was an Arian, and if he was, what 


Wonder 1s it, that he gives his Brethren 
a Good Word? Muſt one Party-man be 
thought a Lyar and @ Knave, becauſe 
another Party-max contradicts him? Is 
not the Prejudice of an Arian in Favour 
of his Fellow-Hereticks as likely to make 
him think em better than they really were, 
as the Prejudice of a Catholic againſt em 
is to make Him think em worſe? And is 
it not as much the Intereſt of the one, to 
commend his Friends; as of the other, to 
vilify His Enemys? This I bring only as 


an Argument ad Hominem : whether Eu- 
ſebius was an Arian or not, is what I 


don't pretend to determine. 

BEFORE I leave this Suſpicion, I 
cannot but take Notice of one Expreſſion 
in it, His Fellow Heretick Marcellus, tho' I 
am no otherwiſe concern'd for that Biſhop 
than as he was Athanaſius's Friend, and 


as it may ſeem a Blot in His Character to 


have had an Intimate Friendſhip with an 
Heretick. I muſt confeſs Mr. Mhiſton has 
as good Authority for this Charge againſt 
Marcellus, as a Man can well have - 
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what he takes up upon Truſt: Not to 
mention Euſebius, and all the Ariaus of 
thoſe Times; Baſil the Great ', Chryſo- 
ftom *, Theodaorit *, Hilary“, Biſhop Bull”, 
Biſhop Beverege and Mr. Pagi?, all 
thought Marcellus an Heretick, For a full 
Anſwer to what may be drawn from the 
Writings and > pur of theſe very 
Great Men, | refer the Reader to Mont- 
faucon's ſhort Diſſertation upon this Sub- 
je&, prefixt to the ſecond Tome of His 
New Collection of Greek Fathers; obſer- 
ving only, that whoever proves Marcel- 
lus an Heretick, cannot avoid proving at 
the ſame Time, that Athanaſius refus'd to 
hold Communion with him, upon the ſole 
Account of his Hereſy : So that whatever 
becomes of Marcellus, Athanaſius is ſafe 
and above the Reach of Mr, V hiſton's ily 
Inſinuation. | 

IX. AT HAN ASIUS's Account of the 
Miſerable Death of His Enemy Arius is 
not only contrary to Rufinus, who relates 
his being alive till the Reign of Conſtan- 
tins z & c. All the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians 
agree entirely with ATHANASIUS in this 
Particular; and even Rufinus's Account of 
That Matter differs little from His but in 
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the Circumſtance of Time: And certain 
Athanaſius cannot be thought the leſs Cre- 
dible for fixing the Date of an Action con- 
trary to Rufinus, a Writer, that, as all 
the Learned own, is not much to be de- 
pended upon in Point of Chronology. And 
this 1s the very Reaſon given by Socra- 
tes *, why he was forc'd to New-model 
the Firſt and Second Books of his H:/to- 
ry, becauſe he had been led into Miſtakes 
in the Notation of Time by Rufinus. 

2. Mr. W ZISTO N's Second Argu- 
ment is this, The whole Chriſtian World 
muſt have rung of it preſently, in caſe it 
had been true. Tet 20 Tears afterward is 
He forc d to write an Account of it to the 
Egyptian Biſhops, to ſecure them to His 
own Orthodoxy: nay a little after He 
is again obligd, tho with Great Relu- 
ctancy, to write it more largely to Serapion, 
as a Grand Preſervative againſt the Ari- 
ans; but STILL with THESE Cau- 
tions, that No Copy of His Epiſtle be 
taken, no not by Serapion himſelf nor by 
any of thoſe Monks, among whom He took 
care to ſpread the ſame Story, but that it 
be ſafely return'd to Him again. The Force 
of this Argument I take to be this, If 
Arius's Death was ſo Remarkable & 
Miſerable, the whole Chriſtian World 
muſt have rung of it Preſently: But the 
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whole Chriſtian World did not ring of it 
preſently aſter it happen'd, becauſe'twen- 
Tears after it was fo little known, 
chat Athauaſins arw forc'd to write(Three 
Accounts of it; Therefore Arius did not 
dye ſo miſerable and remarkable a Death, 
and thofe Acconnts are Falſe. 
TO this I anſwer, 
(..) THAT the Truth of this Fact is 
too ſtrongly ſupported to be ſhaken by 
ſuch little Objections as this. For tis aſ- 
ſerted by all the Hiiſtorians, and moſt of 
the Fathers of that Age, particularly Na- 
Ziangen r, who was not long after Biſhop 
of Conſtantinople, where Arius dy'd, and 
therefore had a Good Opportumty of 
enquiring exactly into it. And as for A- 
thanaſinss Writing an Account of it at that 
Diſtance of Time, That is no Argument 
at all that the h Chriſtian World did 
not ring of it long before; for Socrates 9 
expreſly tells us, that the Chriſtian World 
did immediately ring of it; and that the 
Emperor ( who dy'd the very next Year ) 
hearing of it, did look upon it as a Con- 
firmation from Heaven of the Nicene Faith. 
And if the Truth of any Story, fo well 
atteſted as this, may be Queſtion'd upon 
ſuch Grounds as 9 to write or read 
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Hiſtory, is the moſt Ridiculous Piece of 
Loſt Labour Imaginable. Becauſe all Eng- 
land rung of an Accident, that bappen'd 
20 Years ago, muſt eyery body be there- 
fore ſo well acquainted with eyery Cir- 
cumſtance of it now, that no One can give 
a better Account of it than Another? 

(2.) THERE is no Reaſon to ſup- 
pole that all the Circumſtances of A. 
rius s Death were ſo very Notorious, as to 
make it needleſs for Athanaſius, after fo 
many Years, to give a Particular Account 
of it. For the Arians, we are aſſur d, en- 
deavour'd to ſuppreſs it, as far as they 
cou'd; and where they cou'd not do that, 
they charg'd it upon the Magical Arts of 
the Orthodox F. Rufinus, to whoſe Au- 
thority Mr. I hiſton ſeems to pay ſome Re- 
gard in this Matter, tells us, that they took 
Great Care to conceal the Truth of the 
Caſe from the Emperor, or at leaſt that it 
ſhou'd be repreſented to him in the ſofteſt 
Manner, and as having nothing Extraor- 
dinary in it T. And Roc X days, that 
ſome time after, a Rich Arian bought the 
Place where Arius dy'd, and built an Houle 
there on purpoſe to Obliterate the Re- 
proach, and that the Story of his Death 
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might not be tranſmitted to Poſterity. 
(2)ATHANASIUS did not write 


His Epiſtle to the «Egyptian Biſhops to 


give em an Account of Ar:us's Death; but 
co encourage em to contend earneſtly for 
the Faith, and not to faint under the A- 
rian Perſecution; and to give em ſuch 
other Advice, as His Metropolitical Pre- 
ſidency over em, and the Exigency of 
thoſe Times oblig d Him to do. All that 
is ſaid of Ariuss Death comes in Acci- 
dentally, and is quickly paſs'd over, mak- 
ing ſcarce the twentieth Part of the E- 

piſtle. | 
(4) THE Cauſe of Writing even the 
Letter to Serapion, was not to ſecure him 
to His own Orthodoxy, nor yet to tell him 
a Story he knew nothing of before; but, 
in ſhort, This. It had been Queſtion'd in 
Serapion's Company; whether Arins dy'd 
in the Communion of the Church, or no; 
upon this, having Occaſion to ſend to A- 
thanaſius for ſome Writings of His againſt 
the Arians, he deſires Him withall to 
give him what Satisfaction He can, as to 
That Particular Queſtion, Accordingly 
Athanaſius, together with what He had 
written againſt the Arians, ſends him 
this ſhort Letter; not to let him know that 
Arius dy'd a very Remarkable Death, 
for there is not the leaſt Intimation that 
he knew not That in General before (as 
tis 
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tis plain the Monks did before His Letter 
to Them *) but to give him a Particular 
Relation, by which it might appear that 
Arius dy'd not in the Communion of the 


Church , and ſo That Diſpute, which 


was then of Some Importance, might be 


Decided. 


(J.) AS to the Caution of not taking a 
Copy, which Mr. Whi/ton lays ſuch a 
Streſs upon, 'tis manifeſtly not in Re- 
lation to the Epiſtle it ſelf, or the Ac- 
count in it of ARIUS's Death, but to the 
ſhort Treatiſe He had ſent to him & 
to the Monks in Defence of the Divinity 
of our Bleſſed SAVIOUR. Read, ſays 
He , to thoſe that made the Queſtion (i. e. 
about Arius's Dying in Communion) what 
1 have written in ſhort againſt that Hereſy 
to the Monks, that They may the more de- 
teſt the Impiety and Wickeaneſs of the Ari- 
ans: but give no Copy of it, nor take any 
Tour ſelf. This, I think, is pretty plain; 
but what follows makes it ſtill plainer. 7 
have given, ſays He, the ſame Order tothe 
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Monks, Now in the Letter to Them, there 
is no Account of Arius's Death, He only 
mentions it as a thing They knew already 
(as I obſerv'd before) that Letter being 
only in the Nature of a Preface to the 
Treatiſe againſt the Arians; not an Hiſto- 
rical Preface full of Arrogance and Scur- 
rility, abuſing and Defying all Mankind ; 
but a Modeſt Apology for His own Ina- 
bility to write worthily of ſo Sublime a 
Myſtery as the Divinity of CHRIST: 
deſiring Them, as he do's Serapion, to 
ſupply any Omiſſions or Defects They might 
find in it. Now this cannot poſſibly be- 
long to what He ſays of Arius's Death, 
all the Circumſtances of which Fact He 
knew ſo exactly from Macarius, who was 
then at Conſtantinople: Neither can it be 
ſuppos d, that Serapion cou'd ſupply any 
Defects in a Narrative written for his In- 
formation; and leaſt of all the World 
can Mr. Wh1i/ton ſuppoſe this, who makes 
both Serapion and the Monks to have 
known nothing of this Matter but from 
Athanaſms. And that this Caution do's 
not belong to the Account of Arzus's 
Death, is farther confirm'd by the Reaſon 
Given for it, which cannot be apply'd to 
that Account. This Reaſon was, that A- 
thanaſius had a Suſpicion in Hi Head 
(which, I doubt, never enter'd into Mr. 
Whiſton's) that the Great Myſteries of Ne- 
ligion might ſuffer by his Weak and Un- 
| F kilful 
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Suſp. concerning Athanaſius, Lxxix 
Skilfnl Management. So that all Mr. . 
has diſcover'd here is, Athanaſius's Extra- 
ordinary Humility, and his own Impotent 
Spite. Bur farther, to put it beyond all 
Doubt, that this Caution was not meant 
of the Epiſtle, or the Relation of Ariuss 
Death; All the World, I ſuppoſe, will 
allow, that if a Man deſires to have a 
Falſe Story he has told conceal'd, the 
Proper Time of giving that Caution is 
when he firſt tells it. And yet Atha 
ſius in His Letter to the e_/Zgyptian Biſhops, 
where, according to Mr. Jh:/ton, rſt 
Diſcovers the Secret of Ariuss Miſerable 
Death, puts in no Caution at all for Con- 
cealment, but ventures it with em to ſhew 
and Copy and ſpread as far as They 
pleas'd: Which not only ſhews the Weak- 
nels of any 1 drawn from this Cau- 
tion, but 1s alſo an Argument of Mr. M hi- 
ſon's Diſingenuity, who ſeems deſirous to 
Inſinuate that the ſame Caution is given 
in this Epiſtle, as in that to Serapion. And 
as to the Great Reluctancy Mr. Whiſton 
is pleasd to take Notice of, twas only 
becauſe He was afraid ſome People might 
think He did it Barbarouſly to Inſult over 
the Aſhes of His Enemy, as He tells us 
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Himſelf +; Which is a Caution Mr. hi- 
ſton has had bur little regard to with re- 
ſpe& to Athanaſius. at 

(6.) AND now after all, ſuppoſing this 
Caution was intended for the Narrative 
of Ariuss Death, as well as the Writ- 
ings ſent with it; wou'd That bea ſufficient 
Reaſon to prove a Story falſe, for the 
Truth of which we have all the Evidence 
that the Nature of the Thing will admit 
of, and infinitely more than for ten thou- 
ſand other Storys which we readily be- 
heve? Suppoſing, I fay, the Caution was 
fo meant, as'tis Demonſtration it was not, 
wou'd it not be far more Reaſonable to 
Conclude, that Athanaſiuss Circumſtan- 
ces at that time made Him ſo Cautious; 
and that what He then ſuffer'd from the 
Arians, made Him unwilling to Exaſpe- 
rate em farther againſt Him, by Oppoſing 
'em more openly than He was abſolutely 
oblig'd in Point of Duty to do; and by re- 
viving the Infamy of their Hereſy in a 
freſh Account of the Strange & Miſera- 
ble Death of it's Founder? 

3. AND tif the Chronicon Alexanari- 
num be right, this very Alexander, who in 
this Account was the Biſhop of Conſtantino- 

ple therin concern'd, had been THEN Dead 
ſix Tears BEFORE. Mr.Whiſton urges this 
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Objection with an Unuſual Air of Mode- 
ſty and Diffidence, as if he ſuſpected that 
the Chronicon Alexandrinum was not right 


in this Particular, and that this was one of 
the many Groſs Miſtakes which the Lear- 


ned Gregory of Oxford, and Valeſius; and 
Others have obſerv'd to be in that Book. 


As to the Time of Alexander's Death, the 


Judicious De Marca f & Mr. Pagi © have 
prov'd- that Metrophanes, Alexander's Pre- 
deceſſor, was alive when the Council of 
Nice was held (i. e. A. 325) and We learn 
from Socrates *, that Alexander ſit three 
and twenty Years in the See of Conſtan- 


. Fenople ; and leſs than half that Time will 


ſerve to clear Athanaſius, who places A- 
rius's Death A. 336. | = 

4 ESPECIALLY when the Story is 
pretended to come only by His Presbyter 
Matarius, ſo famous or rather Infamous in 
the Hiſtory of Athanaſius. That Arius dy'da 
ſtrange & miſerable Death, there is not the 
leaſt Reaſon to ſuppoſe that ATHAN a $1U$ 
wanted to be told by Macarius, or Sera- 
pion by ATHANASIUS: All that can be fair- 
ly concluded from what ArHANASIUS 
* of Macarius F is no more than that 
He had learn'd from-him, who was then 
at Conſtantinople, the particular Circum- 
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ſtances of it, and ſo was able to give a 
more exact Account of it than cou'd be 
had from Common Fame. But if more 
than this depended upon the Character of 
Macarius, 1 hope no one will think him 
the leſs credible, becauſe Mr. /hi/ton has 
been pleas'd to brand him with the moſt 
compendious and comprehenſive Name of 
1 „that can well be thought of; 
and that without bringing any new Accu- 
ſation againſt Him, or ſo much as reviving 
the old ones, that have been ſufficiently 
anſwer d by Athanaſius. Ill Language, 
without any Reaſon given for it, never yet 


made _ thought the Worſe of by 
Se 


Men of Senſe: but when it comes from a 
Writer of Mr. Vphiſton's Character, who 
ſeems reſoly'd to oppoſe all Mankind in 
his Judgment of Perſons & Things, it 
raiſes the Reputation it was deſign'd to 
leſſen. I wiſh Mr. Mbhiſton wou'd, even 
upon this poor ſelfiſh Principle, lay aſide 
ſuch an Unchriſtian Practice, which hurts 
no Body but himſelf; For Macarius will 
be the ſame he was before, in moſt Mens 
Opinion: and, if he has Leaſure from his 
Happineſs to know what is done below, 
& Ts de e, he will with Pleaſure ſee him- 
{elf abus'd in the ſame Company and for 
the ſame Cauſe, that he was when alive. 
x. I SHALL fhew elſewhere that tis 
highly probable that this Athanaſius made 
and impos'd a Spuk tous and ill _— 
| PI- 
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EeptToME of the Apoſiolical Conſtitutions 
on the Churches of /Ethiopia for the Ge- 
nuine ones. The Arguments Mr. Jhi/ton 
brings for this Opinion | e/fewhere | leave 
to be anſwer d by thoſe that ſhall under- 
take him upon the Subject of the Conſtitu- 
tions. The Learned Dr. Grabe has already 
ſhewn how accurate his Judgment is as to 
Arabick Epitomes of the Conſtitutions, and I 
hear another Learned Man will ſoon do him 
the ſame Favour as to the © Zthziopick. For 
my part, his firſt Volume of Primitive Chri- 
ſtianity has ſo ſurfeited me, that I have not 
look d into the ſecond, to know what 
>|. theſe Arguments are. But I think it High 
probable that this Whiſton has no other 
Reaſons for this Suſpicion, but that there 
is an Epitome of the Conſtitutions in ( 
thiopick which he does not like, and that 
Frumentius the Apoſtle of the Abyſſinians 
was ordain'd Biſhop by Athanaſius: Theſe | 
two Propoſitions he puts together, and CY 
having before /u/peed that Athanaſius was 
a Knave, he concludes He play'd-this Kna- 
viſh Trick, and cheated the poor e Athio- 
pians. This puts me in mind of what I 
have formerly read in Mr. Lock *, Men 
ſee a little, preſume a great deal, and ſo 
jump to the Concluſion. This ſeems to be 
true of all warm-headed Men; but ſure no 


i 


| Man.ever made ſuch large Leaps, as Mr. 
* Poſthumous Works, p. 35. 
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XI. I SHALL alfa ſhew elſewhere that 
"tis highly probable that this Athanaſius ci- 
ted the ſpurious Copies of Ignatius's Epiſtles 
lately made by His Friend Marcellus or ſome 
of His Party, for the Genuine ones; and 
that at the ſame Time when He diſcovers 
His Knowledge of the true Copies alſo: Nay 
that He certamly cites Ignatius that our da- 
viour is d,, UNBEGOTTEN, Contra- 
ry to the known Doctrine of Ignatius and 
of all the firſt Writers of Chriſtianity. Here, 
I declare, 1 ſtand amaz d. Did ever any 
Catholick upon the Face of the Earth ſay 
our SAVIOUR was unbegotten? Does not 
the Nicens Crecd call HIM Begotten? Does 
not ATHAaNAsS1Us Himſelf ſay the fame 
Thing at leaſt a thouſand times? And docs 
He then cite Ignatius to prove Himſelf in 
the wrong? Can Mr. I hiſton be fo little 
acquainted with the Diſputes about his own 
Hereſy, as not to know that % in 
the moſt Ancient Writers generally ſigni- 
fyes nor made ? Can he be to blind, as not 
to ſee that in this very Paſſage of Ignatius 
yewnas & dp rr, made and not made, are 
opposd amongſt ſeveral other ſueh Anti- 
theta relating to our SAVIOUR'S Divine 
and Humane Nature? Cou'd he be fo ſil- 
ly, as to think he contradicted any one 
Man in the World, when he gravely told 
us, that to ſay our Saviour was unbegotten 
was contrary to the known Doctrine of Igna- 
tins and of all the firſt Writers of C te, 
a „ 
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ity? But I ſhall leave what he has ſewn 
elfewhere, to be anfwer'd elſewhere, and 
ſhall only obſerve, that the Spurious Co- 
pies of Tonatius's Epiſtles, which he here 


ſays were made by Marcellus, he ſays elſe- 


where * were very probably made by Atha- 
naſuus ; and that as highly Probable as he 
reckons it here that At hanaſius cited thoſe 
Spurious Coos (meaning the ſmaller Edi- 
tion) be efſewhere lays 'tis highly probable 
that He never ſaw em T. So that had 
there really bin any Inconſiſtencys in Arha- 
naſms's Writings, Mr. I piſton thou'd have 
bin the laſt Man to upbraid Him with em, 
and make em Arguments of His Inſince- 
IS 1. T HE Quotation out of Origen fur 
the Eternity and Conſub/tantiality of our Fa- 
viour is ſo very ſuſpicions as to it's being 
Genuine, that Petavius, that Learned Fe- 


ſuit, cannot here forbear to cry out thus, &C. 


Petavins's Suſpicion, tho' the Learning of 
the Jeſuit was infinitely Superior to that 
of the Heretick, ſignifyes in this Caſe little 
more than Mr. I hiſtan's; and that is little 
enough of all Conſcience. Tis pretty well 
known what it was that 29 = Great 
Man fo ver ictons, and ſo ready to cry 
out "ad 14 beſides his Declar'd En- 
mity to Origen, he ſeems to have a fly Je- 
ſuitical Deſign all along in his Books de 


2. Eſſay on the Epiſtles of Ignatius „p. 25, 40, 42. 
Ib. p. 7. | 


Lxxxvj An Anſwer to My.Whiſton's 
Trinitate to leſſen the Original Evidence 
for Orthodoxy, in order to raiſe the Power 
of the Church in Matters of Faith. So 
that all the Authority of Petavins's Suſpi- 
cion muſt depend only upon the Reaſon 
he gives for it, and that has bin ſufficient- 
ly anſwer d by Biſhop Bull +, as alſo by 
t 


e Learned Mont faucon J, tho' without 


any Mention of the Objecteer.. 
ted ANTD this is the more to be ſuſpe- 


ed, becauſe Ferom particularly accuſes Ori- 
gen as being againſt that Eternity. Not 


much the more truly, I think. All the World 
knows Ferom's Spite againſt Origen, and 


perhaps can give aſhrewd Gueſs at the Rea- 


fon of it. If it will do Mr. Vhiſton any 
Service, I promiſe to give him a large Ca- 
talogue of very Learned Men, both An- 
cients & Moderns, and moſt of em too 
leſs Partial than Ferom ſeems to have been 
in this Caſe, who thought Origen an A- 


rian. This may be of uſe to him, if he 


keeps to his old way of determining Que- 
ſtions by Poll; but if Reaſon is to be the 
Judge, I refer him and the Reader to the 
Incomparable Biſhop Bull, who has ſpent 
a whole Chapter “ in the Defence of Ori- 
gen. One Thing only I add ( for the 
ſake of thoſe that may perhaps be unwil- 


r 
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Defenſ. Fid. Nic. $. 111. c. 3. p. 1933 
J Monit. ad Athan. de Decr. Syn. Nic. 
6. 11. c. 9. p. 10. , | 
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ling to enter into the Detail of ſo perplext 
and intricate a Diſpute as this about Ori- 
gen) which is, that they may ſatisfy them- 
ſelves of ATHANas1us's Sincerity without 
it; ſince there are yet extant in Origen's 
indiſputably Genuine Books againſt Celſus 
v1 fſeveral Paſſages not much leſs clear than 
that Cited by Athanaſius, and to the ſame 
Effect. So that whether Origen be ſup- 
pos'd to have contradicted himſelf, or what- 
ever becomes of him, Athanaſius's Integri- | 
ty is ſafe, which is all I am ar preſent con- | 

cern'd to Defend. 
3- AND becauſe he does moſt certain- 
"| 4 /tileChriſft the Ancienteſt of all Creatures. 
Mere this Paſlage really Arian, it might 
leſſen Origen's Credit; out it cou'd not af- 
fect Athanaſius, whole Ingenuity in this 
Particular is ſufficiently prov'd by many 
other Places in the ſame Books Diametri- 
cally oppoſite to Ariani/m. But the Words 
are fairly capable of an Orthodox Senſe, 
eſpecially as they ſtand there joyn'd with 
\ | HlewrorTox@> Þ xf, a Text, when rightly 
underſtood, as little favourable to the A- 
rians, as TAESE THREE ARE ONE. 
x111. THE Pretended Epiſtle of Dio- 
nyſius is ſo Different from the Stile of the 
Third; and ſo like that of the Fourth Cen- 
fury ; &c. To fix the Age of a Book by 
it's Stile (any otherwiſe, than from ſome 
Particular Words usd in it, that can be 
prov'd younger than it's pretended Date) 
| 18 
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is one of the Hardeſt Things in the World, 
and not to be done without a very Nice 
Taſt, and a Perfect Knowledge of the Lan- 
guage. Certainly Mr. V hiſton will not pre- 
tend to be tolerably furniſh d with either of 
theſe Qualifications; and yet in a Caſe 
where the Ableſt Critick wou'd think his ,|, 
torices too {lender to ground a Private 
Judgment for himſelf upon, he has ven- 
tur'd to Determine with ſuch an Air of 
Confidence, as can be juſtify'd by nothing 
leſs than Mathematical Demonſtration on 
his Side. When Mr. W/bi/{on (hall conde- 
ſcend to give Reaſons for his Aſſertion, and 
produce his Notes and Characters, provid- , |. 
ed they be not ſuch as beg the Queſtion, - 
they ſhall be fairly examin'd: In the mean 
time I ſhall make bold to tell him a Suſpi- 
cion that is come into my Head upon this 
Occaſion , which is, that all he means by 
Stile in this Place is comprehended in that 
one ſingle Word yozme;; which I ground 
upon his Saying, that it 2s entirely contra- 
ry to the Decrees of the Council of Antioch, . 
in which b was rejected, and there- 
fore that Word is look'd upon by him as a 
Good Teſt of the Style of that Age: tho his 
Friend Euſebius, whoſe Abilities and In- 
tegrity he allows, is of another Mind, and 
OWNS dj,jẽ,sS to be agreeable to the Stile 
of the Third Century at leaſt; for he ſays *, 
T, auAαα g Ag © imiprrst; Emporonry; © = 
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he knew'it was us'd in the Senſe of the 
Nicene Creed by fome Learned & E- 


minent Biſhops and Writers amongſt the 
Ancients ; which certainly muſt extend rhe 


Uſe of it as high as the Times of Diony- 
ſins & the Council of Antioch, and much 


higher: for Euſebius in his Hiſtory * re- 
ckons himſelf a Contemporary with Dio- 


288 i. e. that he was in the World be- 
ore Dionyſius left it; And I believe the Sa- 


gacious Mr. Whiſfton will hardly find in the 


Stile of any Age, that oi απενν means Con- 
remporarys or Immediate Predeceſſors. 1 
heartily beg his Pardon for this Suſpicion, 
if it proves to be a Miſtake, and will even 
now make him ſome amends in a way 
which he ſeems moſt to like, I mean, by 
a Diſcovery ; and that is, that this Great 
Mafter of Style & Critique has paſs d a ve- 
ry Dogmatical Cenſure upon D7ony/{us's 
Style without having read, or at leaſt well 


conſider d, all the Fragments of his Works 


produc'd by ATHaNas1us in the three 
Treatiſes he has refer d to in the Margin: for 
he plainly makes all to be One & the ſame 
Letter, whereas ATHaNasivs expreſsly 
cites Four: I confeſs indeed that in the E- 
piſtles De Synod. Arim. & Selenc. & De 
Decret. Synod. Nic. only one Letter is quot- 
ed, and that is thefirſt, wherein the word 
us is mention'd; But in the other De 
Sentent. Dionyſ. the firſt, ſecond, third, and 
fourth are brought to prove the ſame Thing; 
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being all 4 written by Dionyſius to the ſame 
Perſon & upon the ſame Subject, which was 
to ſhew the Biſhop of Rome, to whom they 
wereſent,that tho' he had not us'd theWord 
de, yet he own d the Thing meant b 
it in as full a Senſe as Words cou d expreſs 
it: And theſe ATHanaslus fometimes 
calls Epiſtles, ſometimes the Book, & Books, 
inſerib d i EA x5} Aroma. But of this 
more hereafter: I come now to Mr. hi- 
ſton's Second Reaſon, whichiis This. 

2. ISSO WHOLLY omitted by Eu- 
ſebius in his Account of him. SO INT 1- 
RELT We have had already, and ſhall 
have it again within a Line or two; ſo 
that this appears to be a Favourite Phraſe 
of Mr. Hh:/ton's: but tis perfectly new 
to me, and 1 don't well underſtand it. 
How wholly, or how zntirely do's he mean? 
Is it partly wholly omitted, or wholly wholly, 
or how? And yet as wholly as Mr. Whi- 
ſton may think it omitted, and as confi- 
dently as he upbraids Dr. Allix with Euſe- 
bius's Silence in this Matter X*, 'tis moſt cer- 
tainly mention d by Euſebius T, as Biſhop 
Bull + and Valeſius * * have prov'd, and as 
ſhall preſently ſnew more at large. Tis not 
mention d ſo plainly, I confels, as to be ob- 
vious to every Reader: but that is no Excuſe 
to Mr. M hiſton, who is always ready to De- 
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termine ſo poſitively upon Matters he has 
not well conſider d. And after all, had 
it been ever /o wholly omitted, that wou'd 
not have been the only Omiſſion Euſe- 

_ bius has been Guilty of in Fayour of the 
Arians. 

3. 1S fo Intirely contrary to the known 
Doctrine of the ſame Dionyſius, as we are 
aſſur'd from an Unqueſtionable Witneſs Ba- 
fil himſelf; do's ſo plainly contraditt what 

Athanaſius cannot deny to have been 
the Expreſſions of the ſame Dionyſius elſe- 
where. In order to anſwer this, it will be | 
neceſſary to give ſome Account upon what 

fl, Occaſion Dionyſius wrote this and his o- 

ther Three Letters; which, according to 
Athanaſius, was in ſhort This. Dionyſius 
in a Letter to Ammonius & Euphranor 
againſt the Sabellians, had brought ſome 
Arguments & us d ſome Similitudes to 
Demonſtrate & Illuſtrate the Perſonal 
Diſtinction between GOD the FATHER. 
and the SON, which, being Jour miſ- 
underſtood and miſ-repreſented, and part- 
ly expreſs'd unwarily, gave Offence to 
ome; as if he had made the FATHER 
and SON of a Different Eſſence or Sub- 
ſtance, as well as Different Perſons. Of 
this he was accusd at Rome, and upon 
that Occaſion a Synod call'd there by his 
Nameſake Dionyſius, then Biſhop of That 
See, who, by Order of the Synod, wrote 
to him about it, and receiv'd for Anſwer 
M 2 theſe 
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theſe Letters by way of Apology; in which 
he Vindicates himſelf, clears the miſun- 
derſtood Paſſages & explains his Mean. 
ing, and declares at large, that he is ſo far 


from holding what was charg'd upon him, 


that on the Contrary he always beliey'd the 
SON to be w8n@-, of the ſame Subſtance, 
with the FATHER; tho' in his Writings 
againſt Sabellius he had not us'd That Word. 
And has Mr. L hiſton now the Face to call 
this Going Contrary to his known Doctrine, 
and to ſay that Athanaſius owns any for- 
mer Expreſſions of his that are plainly con- 
tradicted in theſe Letters? Whereas A- 
thauafius only produces the Unguarded 
Expreſſions that had given Offence, and 
tells us how Dionyſius clear'd em from the 
Wrong Meaning that had been put upon 
em, and moreover that he brought Reaſons 
in his Apologetical Letters to ſhew that 
he never had entertain d any ſuch Opi- 
nion as was fixt upon his Words, but al- 
ways held the quite Contrary. And ſhall 
that be call'd a Man's Known Doctrine, 
which he knows nothing of himſelf, and 
utterly diſowns? Or ſhall he not have 
Leave to explain any haſty and unwary 
Expreſſions, that dropt from him in the 
Heat of Argument, without being charg'd 
with Contradictions? And afrer all, what 
if a Man upon a full Conviction retract 
his Errour, and Contradrtt his Known Opi- 
nion in an Ingenuous Acknowledgment _ 
A | * 


A 
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the Truth? Wou'd it not be really the 
Beſt and moſt Commendable thing he 


coud do? Have not all Writers ever 
been allow'd to explain, to correct, to re- 


voke, and go contrary to their formerly 


ſuppos d, or certainly known and avow'd, 
Doctrines? And yet this is ſuch an Abſurd 
and Unconceivable thing to Mr. J/hi/ton, 
that to pretend to produce a Book, where 
any thing of this appears, is no better with 
him than a Downright Forgery : even tho' 
he himſelf has dealt as much in theſe Ex- 
planations, Retractations & Contradi- 
Hons, as any Man in the World, and to as 
bad Purpoſe. For, to give an Inſtance or 
two, in one Book * he is content with the 
Vulgar Senſe of the Millennium (which he 
Imagins will begin about 4 Vears hence) 
that it will be a Glorious State of a Thou- 
ſand Years Duration; but in another Þ 4 
Suſpicion. comes into his Mind, that this 
Thouſand is to be multiply'd into One 
Hundred Sixty Five THOUSAND? 
In one place ꝓ he takes "—_— Satisfaction 
in finding Novatian chime in ſo exactly with 
his Notion of the Catholic Faith; in an- 
other within leſs than a Year **, he Drops 
this mighty Friend of his, and leaves hiny 
to the Poſſeſſion of the Orthodox. In one 


* Eſſay on the Revelation, p. 17. + Eſſay on the Reſtoration 
of the Fews, p132. + Hilt. Pref. p. 12. as alio Preface to Ser- 
mons and Eſſiys, & . Firſt Reply to Dr. Alix, p. 16. 
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Book * he diſcovers in Arabick a really 
Ineſtimable and Ancient Sacred Book of our 
Religion: and in another Þ before the Year's 
End too, gives it up again, as of no Ac- 
count; and all this without having read, 
or being able to read it. In a word, has 
not this ſame Mr. //þ:/ton lately written in 
Contradiction to his own known Doctrine 
of Orthodoxy, and in the moſt Scandalous 
Manner revil'd That Faith, which he once 
folemnly profeſsd? And, notwithſtand- 
ing all this, wou'd he not think it hard, 
that a 1000 Years hence ſome Ill-natur'd 
Fellow ſhou'd by his own Argument 
prove all his Arian Writings Spurious, 
poſitively affirming that he, whoſe known 
Doctrine was the clean contrary, cou'd ne- 
yer be the Author of em; and ſo take a- 
way from him the Darling Honour of be- 
ing thought he Head of a Party, and the 
Reviver of Primitive Chriſtianity * But I 
proceed to his Unqueſtionable Witneſs, Ba- 
f. And here I muſt own Mr. Wh:/ton is 
very Civil and Ingenuous thus to anſwer 
his own Objections in ſhort, as he often 
do's, by referring in the Margin to the 
Author himſelf for a plain Confutation. 
For Baſil, in the Epiſtle cited + tells 
Maximus (who, it ſeems, had ſent to him 


— ——— 


— —_— 


* Hiſt. Pref, p. 115, | 
+ Remarks on Dr, Grabe's Eſſay &c. 
+ Epiſt 41. ad Maximum, p. 60. 
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for ſome of Dionyſius's Writings, and his 


Opinion of em) that he can't commend 
all his Works, and that he wholly diſap- 
proves of what He had written againſt 
 Sabellius; becauſe in the Heat of Ar- 

ument, and vehement Oppoſition to the 

rrour of That Heretic, and by bend- 
ing the Plant too far the other way 
(which, he ſays, was his Uſual $:mile con- 
cerning Him) He had unawares run into 
the Contrary Extreme, and furniſh'd Mat- 
ter for the Anomeans ; tho', he believ'd, 
without any bad Delign, but being pure- 
ly thro' Inadvertency carry'd into that fort 
of Expreſſion by the Viola of Contra- 
diction to the Sentiments of the Heretick 
He was arguing againſt *®. Now by this 
'tis plain that Baſil means His Letters 
written upon the Occaſion of The Savellian 
Hereſy, and particularly That to Ammonius 
& Euphranor, in which the moſt Offenſive 
Paſſages were, as they arc produc'd by 
Athanaſius. Thus far therefore, 1 think, 
They agree prety well in 'Their Teſtimo- 
ny: Baſil proceeds, and ſays that hence it 
came to paſs that Dionyſius appear'd Va- 
rious in His Writings & to differ from Him- 
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ſelf, at one time deſtroying the Conſubſtan- 
tiality ( ovegno) thro? the ill Uſe the E- 
nemies of it made of His Expreſſions; and 
again at another, admitting & approving 

it in His Apology to His Name: ſake 7. 
From which I obſerve, firſt, that Baſil do s 
not ſay that Dionyſius s Known Doctrine 
was againſt the Conſubſtantiality, or that 
he ever profeſſedly opposd it; but only 
that he was brought in to ferve the Pur- 
poſes of thoſe Thar did oppoſe it, havin 
us d ſuch Expreſſions as they readily yd 
hold of, and turn'd to their own Advan- 
tage. (2/y, that when he was charg'd with 
fuch a Senſe of his Words, he declard . 
himſelf againſt ir, and ſhew'd his Appro- 
bation of the Word de, and his Rea- 

ſons for the Doctrine expreſs'd by it, in 
what he wrote by way of Apology to the 
Biſhop of Rome his Name-fake; by which 
Apology St. Baſil evidently means his Let- 

ters to Dionyſins of Rome, entitPd "Exeſygs v 
Aro, in the firſt of which, according „ 
to Athanaſins, the word du is ex- 
preſly mention d and approv'd by him. 

For that they both mean the ſame Book, 

is farther manifeſt from another Place 


of St. Baſel in his Book Of the HOLT 
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& HOST +, where he cites the Second of 
theſe Letters under the very ſame Title of 
EαNρ Ar,, Which is the Name 
given to em all by Athanaſſut. So that 
after all, Baſil himſelf is become an Un- 
queſtionable Witneſs for Athanaſius. And 
now tis time to conſider Euſebiuss Silence 
in this Matter, and ſee whether he holy 
omits mentioning theſe Letters, as Mr . 
pretends. Eufſebius tells us, in the Place 
above refer d to, that This Dionyſius wrote 
ſeveral Letters againſt Sabellius, to Ammon 
(or Ammonius) to Teleſphorus, Euphranor, 
ec; and that he wrote alſo four Books or 
Letters upon the fame Subject to his Name- 
fake Dionyſus Biſhop of Rome . Now 
that theſe four Books are the very ſame 
with thoſe Books of his which Athanaſius 
quotes under the Name of ho Am- 
x»:2, is as plain as any thing of this Na- 
ture can poſſibly be. For, 1. The Subject 
of Both may be well call d the fame with 
I bat of the Epiſtles to Ammon, &c. This 
Refutation & Apology being written in 
Vindication and Explanation of thoſe E- 
iſthes. - 2. The Inſcripcion is the ſame in 
oth, to his Name-ſake of Rome. 3. The 
Title is alſo the ſame, Euſebius calls em 
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Books or Writings, Luſed uuaſa; but ſeems 
plainly to imply that they were in an Epi- 
ſtolary Form, which was very Common 
in thoſe Days: and ArHAN As lus call's em 
ſometimes Books +, ſometimes Epiſtles &. 
And laſtly, the Books Euſebius mentions 
were four in number; and ſo were theſe 
entitled the Refutation and Apology, every 
one of which four ATHAaNas1us expreſsly 
cites under the Name of Books , and Ba- 
fil quotes the ſecond ©, as I have already 
obſerv d. And the ſame Unqueſtionable Mit- 
neſs Baſil does alſo farther confirm this A- 
greement, and ATHANASIUS's Integrity 
in the Quotations He has made from theſe 
Epiſtles, when he tells us, that Dionyſius 
in thoſe Books in which he Apologizes for 
Himſelf to his Name: ſake own'd the Con- 
ſubſtantiality x. To lay all theſe Places 
together and compare em, I muſt confeſs, 
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is more than cou'd be expected from ſo ha- 
ſty a Determiner as Mr. Ihiſton, and a Man 
that ſeems to value himſelf ſo much upon 
his ſingular Faculty of Quickneſs & Expe- 
dition in running over Books: But one 
wou'd think, as great haſt as he is al- 
ways in, he might at leaſt have look d 
into Valeſius's Note upon the Place, before 
he had ſo ſcornfully upbraided the Learned 
Dr. Allix with a mere Slip of Memory, and 
made Euſebiuss Silence in this Caſe a 
Ground of his $uſp:cton againſt Athanaſius. 
4. DOES alſo ſo plainly contradict the 
Decrees of the Council of Antioch,” whither 
he had gone but for extreme old Age, that 
no manner of Dependance can be had thereon. 
That there is no ſuch Contradiction, as is 
here pretended, ſhall be ſhewn when we 
come to the next o uſpicion but one; in the 
mean time Mr. Mhiſton's Conſequence mult 
not be overlook'd. The better toi diſco- 
ver the full Strength of it, we will ſuppoſe 
for the preſent, that this Epiſtie does plain 
ly contradift the Decrees of the Council of 
Antioch ; therefore, ſays he, the Epiſtle is 
Spurious, for Dionyſius bad gone thither | 
but for extreme old Age. Let us ſee how 
this Argument will look under the Form 
of a Hllogiſin, . ee, 
Every Man that makes uſe of his 
Old Age as an Excuſe for not going to 
an Aſſembly where he has a Right to 


Vote, if he had gore, wou'd moſt cer- 
N 2 tainly 
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tainiy have given his Aſſent to every 
I bing agreed upon in that Aſſembly: 
But Dionyſius excus d himſelf upon 
I once thought the Mathematics were a 
very good Logick and that the Art of 
Thinking cloſely & | Reaſoning ſtrongly 
might be learnt better there than in any 
Syſtem pretending to teach it: but if a Ma- 
themat ical Profeſſor can argue after this 
Rate, my Opinion muſt fall to the Ground, 
tho' ſupported by the Authority of ſome 
very Great Names; and Euclid for the 
future muſt not ſtand in Competition even 
with Burger ſdicius himſelf. 
XIV. IHE Argument Mr. V hiſton 
draws from Photius, againſt the Quotation 
out of 7 heognoſtus, has lately bin ſufficient- 
ly anſwerd by a Learned Man *, to whom 
I refer. the Reader, as alſo to Biſhop Bull , 
and Mont faucon s Note upon the Place, 
there being nothing more that I can or 
need alledge. The Reſt of this Suſpicion 
is only a Conſequence he draws from the 
three preceding Juſpierons, and the former 
Part of this; from which, he ſays, Ve may 
learn that Athanaſius was either an Igno- 
ramus or a Knave: but the Premiſes having 
been all prov'd falſe, there is no Occaſion 
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to examine the Concluſion, which perhaps 
the Fudicious Reader will ſee belongs rather 
to the Unizarned and Unhappy Mr: M hiſton. 
xy. IN the foregoing Suſpicion Mr. 
Mhiſton concludes that Athanaſius was ei- 
ther an Ignoramus or a Knave; but here he 
rows harder upon Him, and will not al- 
ow Him His Choice of the two; nay, what 


is harder ſtill, he will needs have Him 


Both. This he proves after his uſual Man- 
ner: That He. was an Ignoramus, he 
takes for granted; that He was a Knave, 
he ſays is Evident from the Strength of His 
Parts in General, and from the known Caſe 


of the Council of Antioch in Particular. 


Here the Plot is unravel'd all at once; and 
it appears that Mr. hiſton, when he ad- 
mitted Athanaſius s Admirable Parts into 
His General Character, intended to make 
Him pay dear for that Compliment C: So 
much are they miſtaken, that think Mr. 
Whifton a raſh & Inconſiderate Author, 
who writes with ſuch Long Views & Deep 
Deſign. Tig Evident, ſays he, that Arhana- 


ſius was a Knave from the Strength of His 


Parts: Perhaps becauſe a Man of Admi- 
rable Strong Parts muſt have more Wit 
than to be Honeſt; For unleſs this be ſup- 
pos d, it will ſcarce be ſo very Evident. It 
ſeems then this PrimtiveChriſtianity,which 
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is juſt now Riſen from the Dead, is no leſs 
different from what our Fathers call'd Chri- 
ſtianity in the Practical, than in the Specu- 
lative & Believing, Part; if according to it's 
Reviver, who mult. be ſuppos'd to Under- 
ſtand it well, Senſe and Dull Morality are 
Inconſiſtent. But to be ſomething more 
Serious, and to leave this Argument ix Ge- 
eral, upon which tis not eaſy to be Se- 
rious; let us now conſider that in Parti- 
cular, from the Caſe of the Council of An- 
tioch. He ſays, Athanaſius will not own 
the Councils of Antioch and Nice to be of 
different Opinions, tho He can't pretend to 
have any Records in the World to Reconcile 
em by; and that Baſil and Hilary and our 
— Writers for Orthodoxy follow Him 
blindly in this Matter. Mr. Whiſton is al- 
ways a mighty Man for Records and Mo- 
numents, when they are not to be had; 
and when they can be had, if they don't 
pleaſe him, they are direct Forgeries. As to 
the Preſent Caſe, Athanaſius had no Need of 
Records to ſolve ſo ſmall an Appearance of 
Difference in Opinion; ſince that may be 
eaſily done even at this Diſtance without 
the Help of any more Records than the 
Hnodical Epiſtle of that Council of An- 
tioch, which is indeed almoſt the only Re- 
cord in the World that cou'd be of any Uſe 
towards the Clearing of this Matter: and 
thoſe Fragments of it which are regiſter'd 


by Euſebius (who was an Arian according 
to 
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to Mr. Mhiſton, and by no body ever 
ſuſpected of Partiality in Favour of Ortho- 
doxy) are as much to be depended upon, 
as if they were to be found in a Paper- 
Office. But of this more hereafter. And 
as for ATHANASIUS, He brings very Good 
Reaſons to ſhew that the two Councils were 
not of Different Opinions (tho' neither He, 
nor any of the Moderns, that I remember, 
made uſe of this Record to reconcile em by) 
and ſo does Biſhop Bull : and yet Mr. 
Whiſton, without ſo much as pretending to 
anſwer theſe Reaſons, rails, & exclames 
here at a moſt Unmerciful Rate to the 
End of this Suſpicion. A Man that ar- 
gues thus (if this can be call'd Arguing) 
has no Right to demand, nor reaſon to ex- 
pect any other Anſwer than a bare Denial: 
But becaule this 1s a Matter of Importance, 
and has been miſunderſtood by many Wri- 
ters (particularly by a Learned Gentleman 
that has wrote againſt Mr, J/hi/ton, who 
in his Repreſentation of Paul's Argument 
is a little miſtaken, and the otherwile very 
Accurate Montfaucon * who is altogether 
ſo upon the ſame Point) I ſhall endeavour 
to ſet it in a clear Light, and ſhew that all 
the Difference in Opinion betwixt the two 
Councils (when the One condemn'd, and 
the Other Eſtabliſh'd, the Uſe of the Word 
Ao Was, that they went upon Diffe- 
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rent Senſes of that Word. The Caſe was 
in ſhort this, as may be gather d from A- 
THAN ASus, and Bail. N 
IHE Queſtion before the Council o 
Antioch being not about the Manner of Sub- 
ſiſtence of the Divine Perſons in the ſame 
Eſſence, but only whether CHRIST was 
really GOD, or a mere Man, ns avvew- 
* O, as Paul of Samoſata aſſerted; and 
he making uſe of the Word 5uogo1@x to per- 
plex their Proceedings, and forming an Ar- 
gument from it owualzg;, in a Groſs & 
Corporeal Senſe, that if CHRIST was re- 
ally GOD, He muſt be made our of che 
fame Subſtance that the FATHER was (in 
the manner, ſays St. Baſil ©, that two Pie- 
ces of Money are ſtruck out of the ſame lump 
of Metal) and that fo it wou'd follow that 
there were three Different Subſtances, the 
FATHER, the SON, and the Preexiſting 
Subſtance out of which They were Both 
form'd; and then from the Abſurdity of 
this Concluding that CHRIST coud be 
no more in Reality of Nature than a mere 
Man, and GOD by Conſtitution only: 
Paul, J tay, making this Blaſphemous Uſe 
of the Word oyozors, the Council rejected 
it together with his Argument from it, and 
having no Occaſion for a Word of that Im- 
port at that Time Determin'd the Matter 
according to the Preſent State of the Que- 
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ſtion and Decree d that CHRIST was not 
a Mere Man, but really & truly GOD. 
But the Fathers aſſembled at Nice had 
to deal with Perſons who profeſs d to de- 
ny all that Paul affirm' d, and freely own'd 
that CHRIST was no Subordinate Crea- 
ture, but a Divine Perſon, of Attributes 
and Perfettions vaſily Great & Divine, 
as our Modern Arian alſo expreſſes him- 
ſelf : they pretended to be perfectly of 
the ſame Opinion with the Orthodox, and 
{crupled not to uſe all ſuch Expreſſions, 
as might make one really believe it; they 
readily declar'd that CHRIST was GOD, 
that He was before all Things, and made 
all Things, and the like: and yet had 
this latent Reſerve, that after all He 
Himſclf was but a Creature. Now this 
made it abſolutely neceſſary for the Coun- 
cil to pitch upon ſome Word not lia- 
ble to ſuch Evaſions, and which might 
clearly cut 'em out of all cheir Prevari- 
cating Cant; and accordingly upon a 
Thorough Examination & Deliberation , 
They unanimouſly agreed, as Mr. Whi/tor's 
Admir'd Euſebius tells us , to adopt this 
old Word d, (which had bin former- 
ly us d in that Senſe) to denote that as our 
SAVIOUR was own'd to be GOD by the 
Arians, ſo He was no Creature-God, as 
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their Meaning was at the Bottom, but truly 
and properly GOD in the higheſt and ſtrict- 
eſt Senſe, being of the very ſame Nature 
& Subſtance with the FATHER: and 
They took particular Care to guard the 
Word againit any ſuch Cavils as had bin, 
or might be, made againſt it, by Their Ex- 
planation of it in Their Previous Debates, 
as the ſame Euſebius declares, and eſpe- 
cially by thoſe other Expreſſions joyn'd 
with it in the Creed it ſelf. From this ſhort 
State of the Caſe I think it is Evident that 
there was no Claſhing of Opinion betwixt 
the two Councils as to the Uſe of the Word 
SH, but that what They Both did was 
upon the ſame Principle, and to ſerve the 
ſame End: & Purpoſe. The Firſt declin'd 
the Uſe of that Word purely to avoid Un- 
reaſonable Cavils, at a Time when the Truth 
They aſſerted cou be ſufficiently ſecur'd 
without it: The Second in a very different 
Poſture of Affairs us'd it out of mere Ne- 
ceſſity for a more full and effectual Eſtab- 
liſnment of the ſame Truth. For that 
the Council of Antioch held our SAVI- 
OUR to be really & truly GOD, which is 
all that the Nicene Fathers held, is very plain 
(as has bin already ſuggeſted) from Their Sy- 
nodical Epiſtle, Where they ſay that Paul 
deny d his GOD and LORD, and again 
that he did wickedly deny GOD *; which 
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were then thaught, and are ſo ſtill, full 
& ſufficier t Expreſſions of our SAVI- 
OUR Ss GODHEAD in the ſtricteſt Senſe; 
tho the Æquivocations of the Arians made 
it afterwards neceſſary for the Council of 
Nice to oppoſe more Expreſſive Terms 
to their New Evaſions of the Truth. And 
that the Fathers of the Former Council, 
even when They thought not fit to uſe the 
Word «wanGy, believ'd the Doctrine meant 
by it, may be fairly gather d from Dijony- 
fins of Alexandria; for if he was of the 
ſame Opinion with that Council in this 
Particular (as Mr. Mhiſlon ſuppoſes, and 
as thofe Fathers in Their Epiſtle | plainly 
ſuggeſt) then by what he held We may 
know the Senfe of the Council : and 
that he, tho' in his Letters againſt Sa- 
bellius he had not us'd the Word o.ca51@y, 
acknowledg'd the Thing underſtood by it, 
and allow'd of the Word it ſelf, is evi- 
dent from the Fragments of his Genuine 
Writings ſtill extant in Athanaſius, which I 
hope I have already ſufficiently Vindicated 
from Mr. I hiſton's Trifling Exceptions. 

THE Reſt of this §aſpicion, being on- 
ly an Ecpboneſis grounded upon what 1 
have prov'd to be falſe, and one of Mr: 
Whiſton's Uſual Dilemmas upon thole that 
don't agree with him, I ſhou'd readily paſs 
over, but that Charity obliges me to de- 
liver the Man from a diſmal ear he ſeems 
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to be under, leſt < 1 a he ſhou'd be 
found to be an Athanaſian alſo, notwith- 
ſtanding his Direct Writing againſt Him; 
and leſt his Words ſhou'd be found capable 
of ſome witty Reconciliation hereafter. Mr. 
Whiſton appears to be mightily concern'd 
about Hereafter : But if People hereafter 
concern themſelves ſo much about him & 
his Important Diſcoveries, they will have 
little to do“. There was a Time, when he 
did not concern himſelf altogether fo much 
about Poſterity; and I believe if he had 
left Mr. Lucas s Oaks Standing, Prince 
Poſterity wou'd have bore his knocking 
Down Athanaſius ꝙ very patiently. His 
Writings are too Weak to be Long-liv'd; 
and if they ſhou'd ſurvive their Author, 
well did a Great Man compare Time to a 
River, that carries down the Lighteſt 
Things, whilſt the more Weighty & Va- 
Juable are ſunk and loſt. 

xvi. ATHANASIUS tells us ht Hoſius 
at his Death Anathematig d the Arians, and 
declar d that he ſubſcrib'd to the Creed of 
Sirmium by Compulſion. To prove this 
Falſe, Mr. I hiſton appeals to the Only Au- 
thentick Witneſſes in this Caſe, the Weſtern 
Mriters. Authentick Witneſſes & Appeal- 
ing to Witneſſes are, I believe, a Couple of 
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aew Phraſes: but Mr. muſt be excus'd; he 
has never been us d to Legal Proceedings *, 

1. THE Firſt of theſe Authentic Mit- 
neſſes he brings againſt Athanaſias is Hi- 
tary, who, it ſeems, calls the Creed of Sir- 
mium, the Blaſphemy of Hoſius, and writes 
againſt him without the leaſt Hopes of his 
Recovery, or Tidings of Recantation. May 
not a Man then be guilty of Blaſphemy 
by Compulſion? Did he therefore never 
Recover, becauſe Hilary do's not ſay he 
had any Hopes of his Recovery? Do's Mr. V. 
think that Hilary, the Grand Weſtern Foun- 
tain of Antichriſtian Orthodoxy, was endued 
with the Spirit of Propheſy, to tell Tidings 
of a Recantation before it happen'd ? 

2. THE next Witneſs is Phebadius, who 
has not the Leaſt Hopes of Hoſius, and exatt- 
ly agrees with the former Account : That he 
do's, and with At hanaſius too, i. e. he tells 
us, Hoſius fell away : But whether he Kepent- 
ed or no, We muſt learn elſewhere; for 
Athanaſius do's not pretend that he decla- 
red his Repentance till he found himſelf 
upon his Death-bed |, and when Pheva- 
dius Wrote he was Alive, as appears from 
the very Paſſage Mr. V. has refer'd to 4. 
What Hopes Phæbadius might have of 
Hoſius's Recovery, I can't well tell; Mr. W. 
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is very Poſitive he had not the Leaſt: but 
how he came to the Knowledge of This, 
unleſs by the help of Conjuration, I can't 
Imagine; For Phæbadius fays Nothing 
like it. But ſuppoſe he had no hopes 
of Hofrus; Did no Man ever Recover, 
that was once given up? He that con- 
fiders Mr. Whifton's Obſtinacy & Self- 
Conceit, his Singular Love of Novelty 
& of his own Notions, and indeed the 
whole Frame of his Mind (directly Con- 
trary to That Meekneſs & Diffidence, 
That Coolneſs & Sedateneſs of Thought, 
to which Truth uſually Diſcovers it ſelf) 
cannot, I am atraid, entertain any Great 
Hopes of him; and is it therefore abſo- 
lutely Impoſſible for him ever to retract 
his Errours, and return into the Bofom of 

the Catholick Church? GOD forbid. 
3. Mr. WH F$ST ON fays that his two 
Laſt Witneſſes, Fauſtinus & Marcellinus, 
complain'd of Hoſius, as of one of their Per- 
ſecutors: But might not the Reaſon of his 
Perſecuting others be, to avoid being Per- 
ſecuted himſelf? Might not the ſame Fear 
make him a Perſecutor, that made him an 
Apoſtate? And might not he Repent of 
the One, as well as the Other? And tho' 
we ſhou'd grant that theſe zwo Orthodox 
Presbyters do flatly Contradict Athana- 
frus ; yet will not He appear much the leſs 
Credible, unleſs they can be prov'd more 
Credible than He, Now tis well * 
thñat 
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that they were a Couple of Violent Schi, 
maticks, of the Lucifertan Schiſm, and 
conſequently by Principle Hoſiuss Enemies. 
And this very Letter of theirs, that Mr. 
W. refers to, was written to defend their 
Schiſm, and to make thoſe, who had com- 


ply'd in any thing with the Arians, as 


Black as Hell; by which means they hop'd 
to ſhew, that they had done well in Sepa- 
rating themſelves from All that wou'd 
Admit ſuch Men to Communion. And 
certainly We cannot much depend upon 
what Two Pert Schiſmatical Presbyters 
ſlay againſt a Man, whom it was their 
Principle to Hate, and their Intereſt to De- 
fame. 

HITH ERTO Mr. Wh:/ton has bin 
Content to Produce & Examine his Mit- 
neſſes, and Act in the Capacity of an 
Accuſer: Here he lays aſide that Part 
for a Time, and takes apon himſelf che 
Perſon of a Judge. Tis a little hard in- 
deed, that theſe two very different Ch - 
racters ſhou'd be thus United, and a little 
too much for one Man to ſupport em both: 
But it is Mr. Fhiſton's Good Will & 
Pleaſure to fancy himſelf upon the Bench ; 
and accordingly, having heard all the Plain- 
tiff has to ſay, in the Uſual Style, and 
with a Becoming Air of Authority , he 
very Conciſely Determines the Matter 
thuss HE STANDS HERE CON- 
VICTED of Falſhood by the AT IE F- 

TATION 
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TATION of Four SUBSTANTIAL 
WITNESSES of His own Party. Since 
therefore We are come too late to make 
our Defence, after Sentence is given; We 
can only complain that our Judge do's not 
ſeem to have quite forgot who was our Ac- 
cuſer, and Beg to be heard a Few Words 
in Arreſt of Judgment. And 1. Not One 
of theſe Four Witneſſes ſays any thing a- 
gainſt Athanaſius, as has been ſhewn al- 
ready by a very Short Croſs-Examination. 
2. Two of the Four are not Subſtantial Mit- 
neſſes: not againſt Hoſius, for a Reaſon 
given above; not againſt Athanaſius, be- 
cauſe Eccleſiaſtical Laws forbid the Teſti- 
mony of a S$chiſmatick to be admitted a- 
gainſt a Biſhop. 3. The ſame TWO Mit- 
neſſes were not of His Party: They were not 
Arians indeed, but they were Schiſmaticks ; 
and their $chi/m was Grounded upon Prin- 
ciples directly Contrary to Athanaſius's 
Known Sentiments. And muſt a Catho- 
lick Biſhop, and one that was no more 
a Friend to Schiſm than to Arianiſm, be 
thought of the ſame Party with every 
Schiſmatick, that was not an Arian? Was 
Athanaſius of the ſame Party with the 
Melitians at the Council of Nice, becauſe 
thoſe Schiſmaticks too were then Ortho- 
dox! By the ſame Reaſon, if the Pope 
ſhou'd turn Arian, Mr. Whiſton and the 
Whore of Babylon wou'd be of the ſame 


Party, notwithſtanding his Belief that the 


Church 
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Church of Rome is Antichriſtian? Thus 
unfairly wou d Mr. V. add Weight to the 
Authority of his Witneſſes againſt Athana- 


ſius, by giving out that they were all Four 


of His own Party, when yet Two of theſe 
Four, tho they Agreed with Him in One 
Point, Difter'd widely from Him in Another; 
and, to uſe Mr. //h:/tor's Phraſe, were fo far 


from being of His, that they were of a Con- 


trary, Party. And now I think tis as Equi- 
table to the full, that the Defendant who has 
heard both Sides ſhou'd Act the judge, as the 
Plaintiff who had heard but One; and accord- 
ingly I venture to Pronounce, that 'tis Mr. 
Whiſton,not Athanaſius, that ſtands here Con- 
victed of Falſhood & Diſingenuity. 

XVII. ATHANASIUS relates ſo 
many Stories that are almoſt Incredible; &c. 
The Inſtances Mr. VJ. has brought in the 
Foregoing Suſpicions of Incredible Stories 
related by Athanaſius, I have already an- 
ſwer'd : Here, where he is ſo very General 
as to Preclude any Direct Anfwer, he has 
bin ſo kind as to Anſwer himſelf, by 
Adding the word Almo/t. For what bet- 
ter Argument can there be for the Cre- 
dibility of Athanaſins's Stories, than that 
they do not ſeem Altogether Incredible to 
Mr. //hifton? When a Proud Man be- 
haves himſelf Humbly, it is not for no- 
thing *: and when a Confident Author 


* ——Profe&td haud Gratuitam in tan'4 Superbia Comita- 


tem fore. Liv. |. 3. 1 
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writes with Diffidence, there is ſomething 
more than Ordinary at the Bottom of it. 
He that is always Poſitive in the Wrong, 
1s not very Likely to be in the Right, 
when he diſtruſts himſelf. And if theſe 
Stories had bin really almoſt Incredible, 
I leave it to any Man, that knows Mr. 
Ihiſten, to judge whether he wou'd not 
have call'd 'em quite Impoſlible. 

AND Produces ſo many Pretended 
Letters and Monuments, which are wholly 
unſupported by any other Original Teſtimo- 
ies, & c. This has been anſwer'd already, 
pag. x L Ix. L. 

AND ſometimes but ill agree with 
Chronology, &c. Till Mr. W. (hall be pleas d 
to tell us which theſe are, I only anſwer 
him with one of his own Dilemmas: If 
this be True, *tis ſomething to his Pur- 
poſe, and he is an Unwiſe Man for not 
Proving it, inſtead of urging ſo many Tri- 
fling Objections; If it be Falſe, he comes 
under 2 Worſe Denomination, which I 
leave him to find amongſt the Titles he 
has beſtow'd upon ATHANAS1US. 

Til AT theres the Greateſt Reaſon in the 
Morld io ſuſpect many of em to be Direct 
Forgeries. I muſt confeſs, 1 don't ſee any 
ſuch Great Reaſon to ſuſpect Stories, Let- 
ters & Monuments to be direct Forgeries, 
only becauſe they arc not quite Incredible, 
nor ſupported by any other Original Teſtimo- 
ies, But ſuppoſing this to be a Great Rea- 
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ſon, that it is not the Greateſt Reaſon in 


the World, I am prety Confident; for I 
think there wou'd have bin Greater Reaſon 
to ſuſpect this, if the Stories had bin Im- 
poſſible to be True, and the Monuments 
contrary to other Original Teſtimonies, and 
Mr. V. had brought any Tolerable Ar- 
guments to make this out. 

I HAVE now gone through Mr. II hi- 
ſton's Suſpicions, and given to Every One 
of em a Diſtinct & Particular Anſwer. 
Moſt of 'em, I confeſs, ſcarce deſerv'd it: 
but it is a Pitiful Artifice ſo very Common 
with many Writers, to paſs over, as Trifling, 
what they cannot Anſwer; that I was un- 
willing to leave Mr. //hi/ton any room to 
charge me with it . Tis the Eaſieſt Mat- 
ter in the World, to bring ſtronger Suſpi- 
6/075 than theſe againſt the moſt Unexcep- 
tionable Charattersofall Antiquity; andall 
the Anſwer that can be Expected, and often 
all that can be Made, to ſuch Suſpicions is, 
to ſhew they are Groundleſs or Improbable: 
Since therefore, if J do not too much flat- 
ter my ſelf, I have ſhewn all theſe of Mr. 
I/hiſton's to be ſo, and moſt of 'em too to 
be ſuch as cannot poſſibly be True; 1 
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* Reſponde ad Singula ne Punctum quidem & Apicem 
C ALUMNI tranieas, Si enim — aliqua tranſieris, Statim 
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think it may be fairly concluded, that St. 
Ar HAN AS Is is infinitely Above the 
Reach of Scandal. 
IF what I have ſaid be ſufficient to clear 
Athanaſius from the A ſperſions ſo freely 
& Plentifully caſt upon Him, it May alſo 
be of ſome Uſe to Mr. I Hiſton, by ſhew- 
ing him that he is got into a very Partial 
way of Thinking; but! have not the Vani- 
ty to belicve it Will. To Convince a Man 
of his own Partiality, is the Hardeſt Thing 
in the World; he muſt be Well before he 
can take Your Phyſick. However, if he 
will not fee this, 'tis to be hop'd that 
Others will, and that thoſe who have not 
enquir'd much into the Main Diſpute, in- 
ſtead of being upon their Guard againſt A- 
thanaſius, will take Care how they believe 
Mr. V. in Greater Matters, who is ſo lit- 
tle to be depended upon in thoſe of Leſs 
Moment. And indeed it was upon this 
View chicfly, that J undertook the De- 
fence of Athanaſius; hoping that by ſhew- 
ing within the Compaſs of Ten Pages fo 
Many Inſtancesof Weak Reaſoning, Scurri— 
lous Language, Uncharitable Suggeſtions, 
downright Falſhoods, Groſs Ignorance, 
and Foul Infincerity, I might prevent Men 
from being drawn into a Blaſphemous He- 
reſy by Groundleſs Prejudices in Favour 
of its Reviver. When I charge Mr. W. 
with Inſincerity, I wou'd not be under- 
ſtood to do it in that Senſe, in which he 
| Ac- 
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Accuſes almoſt all the Learned and Fudi- 
cious among the Orthodox Þ+ of that Crime, 
i. e. Diſowning upon baſe Motives what 
they are Conſcious to themſelves is True, 
and Affirming what they know to be Falſe. 
No: Such Reflections I leave to him, de- 
ſiring him withall to conſider, whether 
Uncharitableneſs & Detraction be any 
Part of the Primitive Chriſtianity he wou d 
revive; if it be, fo far he muſt be grant- 
ed to have Succeeded Fully in his Great 
Deſign. For my part, I don't Preſume 
to enquire into his Intentions: What 1 
charge him with is, that ſort of Inſinceri- 
ty, which he accuſes the Learned Dr. Allix * 
of; That Infncerity (if I may be allow'd 
to call it ſo upon Mr. //h:i/tor's Authority) 
which a Man may be Guilty of without 
knowing that he is ſo, when ſome little Pre- 
judice has taken Full Poſſeſſion of his Mind, 
ſo that there 1s no Room left for any other 
Conſiderations; That Inſincerity which firſt 
Deceives a Man's Self, and then puts him up- 
on Deceiving others F. If he wou d avoid 
this Imputation, he muſt not upon cvery 
Suſpicion that comes into his Head imme- 
diately build a Scheme, and then reject 
every thing that will not bend to a Com- 
plyance with it; when a Doubt iſcs, 
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he muſt not preſently fall in Love with it 
becauſe it aroſe in his own Suſpicacious 
Brain, and run over Books, not ſo much 
to ſee whether it be juſt or no, as to find 
Arguments to defend it; he muſt enquire 
into Diſputed Points without Deſiring that 
One Side of the Queſtion ſhou'd prove 
True rather than the Other, which I am 
ſure he can't do, who is ſo mightily pleas'd 
to find Authorities for Arianiſm +. Every 
Man's Will has a greater Power over his 
Underſtanding 8 Belief than one cou'd 
with, but this Power is greater in ſome 
Men * than in Others; and a Warm- 
headed Theoriſt that once Wiſhes the 
Arian Scheme True, that he may have 
the Honour of Revzving it, is in a fair way 
to Believe it ſo. | 

AS for any other Reflections I may 
have made Occaſionally in theſe Papers up- 
on Mr. }/hi/ton's Ignorance, Confidence, 
ec. I hope they are fairly Juſtifiable by 
the Truth & Deſign of em. Truth alone, 
1 am ſenſible, will not juſtify leſſening any 
one: but when a Man will abuſe all the 
Reputation he can get, to the Propaga- 
tion of Hereſy; it is not convenient to let 
him have any more than he deſerves. It 
may be perhaps Objected to me, that 
Mr. M hiſton is not Treated here with that 
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Deference which may ſeemDue to him from 3 
a Perſon ſo much his Inferior; and that 
a Young Man, and one too that has taken 
ſome Pains to Recommend to the World ; "a 
very. High Notions of the Dignity of b 
Chriſtian Prieſihood, ought to have wrote 
againſt a Man of his Vears and Order in 
the Church with Great Submiſſion, and 
not as upon the Level. To this I anſwer, 
that if 1 have thus broke through Deco- 
rum and forgot my Diſtance, Mr. I hiſton 
may thank himſelf for it. Tis not my 
Fault that Mr. Mhiſton's Whole Conduct 
in the Revival of Arianiſm has been ſuch, 
as makes it utterly Unreaſonable for him 
to Expect that any Man ſhou'd write a- 
gainſt him, or even think of him, with 
the Leaſt Degree of Reſpect. Tis not 
| my Fault that Contempt & Indignation are 
Reſentments Naturally ariſing in all Man- 
kind whenever they Obſerve Ignorance & 
Sufficiency joyn'd together; nor that the 
Concurrence of theſe two Deſpicable Qua- 
lities is ſo very Obvious in 4 Page of 
theſe Suſpiczons. Tis not my Fault that 
Mr. II hiſton by his Heretical Pravity has 
Forfeited all his Title to that Veneration; 
which otherwiſe upon the Account of his 
| Years & Holy Office I ſhou'd have thought 
it my Duty to have paid him. For as a 
Noble- Man may commit ſuch Crimes a- 
ainſt the State, as will caſt Him down 
o an Equality with the meaneſt * 
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